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Environmental Management Support, Inc., 
Attn: Mrs. Edie Findeis Cromwell 
8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 500 
Silver Spring, MD 2091 O 
(301) 589-5318 

December 18, 2014 
R06-15-A-Ol 8 

RE: USEPA Brownfield Community Wide Grant Proposal for Hazardous and Petroleum Sites 

Dear Mrs. Cromwell: 

The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, 
and Tangipahoa Parishes (RPC) respectfully submits this application for community-wide Brownfields 
assessment funding (petroleum and hazardous sites) to continue our partnership with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). 

As demonstrated in the attached proposal, the Regional Planning Commission has a solid history of 
managing our Brownfield Redevelopment Program and ensuring that USEPA funds are spent 
effectively. As our current Brownfield grants will be expended by September 2015, we are requesting 
additional assistance to continue to address our region's blighted and abandoned properties that expose 
residents to contamination, reduce property values, prevent walkable neighborhoods, and restrict 
community access to basic necessities such as fresh, healthy foods. Our proposal is focused on two 
target areas: the Lafitte Corridor around an abandoned rail line that is now being converted into a 
greenway and the St. Claude Avenue Commercial Corridor which has yet to recover from the flooding 
that resulted from Hurricane Katrina. 

The Lafitte Corridor extends % mile around the Lafitte Greenway, a 3.1-mile-long abandoned rail 
corridor connecting the historic neighborhoods of Trame/Lafitte, Mid-City, Bayou St. John, and 
Tulane/Gravier in New Orleans. The Lafitte Greenway is being developed as a multifunctional greenway, 
addressing the City's need for park space while connecting neighborhoods and employment centers 
with walking/cycling trails and integrating sustainable water design. Under this grant, RPC will address 
the threat and uncertainty of environmental contamination at abandoned industrial sites within the 
Lafitte Corridor, restoring key Brownfield properties that will spur further redevelopment, creating a 
safer environment with opportunities for economic development, job creation, and access to greenspace 
and recreational activities. RPC will partner with the Friends of Lafitte Corridor on this project and 
coordinate with their federally supported Local Foods, Local Places initiative to integrate local food 
systems into community economic action plans. 

Our second target area, the St. Claude Avenue Commercial Corridor, is still struggling to recover from 
its complete flooding following Hurricane Katrina. Extending east of the Industrial Canal, St. Claude 
Avenue connects New Orleans' Lower 9th Ward and Holy Cross neighborhoods and St. Bernard Parish. 
Residential redevelopment has gradually returned with a focus on sustainable, resilient and equitable 
design; however, the St. Claude Commercial Corridor has made little progress. Many neighborhood 
commercial buildings remain vacant with perceived contamination a barrier to their redevelopment, 
including gas stations, auto repair facilities, dry cleaners, groceries and hardware stores. New 
merchants are hesitant to reinhabit the corridor, creating a U.S. Dept. of Agriculture-designated food 
desert. Under this grant, the Regional Planning Commission, working with local communities, will 
address key sites along the St. Claude Corridor to spur redevelopment, addressing the community's 
need for equitable neighborhood commercial resources such as access to fresh food grocery stores. 

TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE (MPO) FuD RPC Membership 
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In addition to reducing exposure to contamination, creating jobs, and promoting economic development, 
redevelopment of key sites in both corridors will address New Orleans' well documented obesity epidemic 
by providing safe, quality recreational opportunities and walkable neighborhood retail, including fresh food 
options, to improve the overall health and welfare of our communities. The region also recognizes the 
reality of climate change and the need to incorporate resiliency into redevelopment projects. In addition, the 
Regional Planning Commission strives to ensure equitable development and the creation of economic 
opportunities for local residents to improve their financial situation. Both target areas include a high 
percentage of minority residents and persons living in poverty who will benefit greatly from the 
redevelopment of Brownfield sites in their neighborhoods. 

Below is the information requested in the RFP: 

a. Applicant Identification: Regional Planning Commission, 10 Veterans Boulevard, New Orleans, LA 70124 

b. Applicant DUNS Number: 069305308 

c. Funding Requested: 
i. Grant Type: Assessment 
ii. Federal Funds Requested: $400,000 
iii. Contamination: Hazardous ($200,000) and Petroleum ($200,000) 
iv. Community-Wide 

d. Location: Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, and Tangipahoa Parishes 
(Counties), Louisiana; Target Areas: Lafitte Corridor and St. Claude Avenue Corridor in New Orleans 

e. Property information for site-specific proposals: Not applicable - community-wide assessment request 

f. Contacts: 
i. Project Director: Rebecca Otte 
Brownfield Redevelopment Program Director 
Phone: (504) 483-8513/ Fax: (504) 483-8526 
Email: rotte@norpc.org 
10 Veterans Boulevard, New Orleans, LA 70124 

g. Date Submitted: December 18, 2014 

h. Project Period: Oct. 1, 2015 - Sept. 30, 2018 

ii. Chief Executive: Walter R. Brooks 
Executive Director 
Phone: (504) 483-8525 I Fax: (504) 483-8526 
Email: wbrooks@norpc.org 
10 Veterans Boulevard, New Orleans, LA 70124 

i. Population: Lafitte Corridor Target Area: 6,606 I St. Claude Avenue Target Area: 5,240 
Region: 1,188,772 

j. Other Factors Checklist: Attached 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Ms. Rebecca Otte at: 
(504) 483-8513 or rotte@norpc.org. We look forward to continuing our partnership with EPA through our 
Brownfield Redevelopment Program to improve the quality of life, the environment, and the economic 
prosperity of the New Orleans metropolitan area. 

Sincerely, 

[4~/l,/it~~ 
Walter R. Brooks 
Executive Director 

cc: Mary Kemp and Paul Johnson, EPA Region 6 
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1. Community Need 
a. Targeted Community and Brownfields 
i. Targeted Community Description: 
Founded as a port town in 1718, the City of New Orleans' strategic location at the mouth of Mississippi 
River connected Native American and early settler trade routes to Europe and the rest of the world. At 
almost 300 years old, the City remains one of the major economic epicenters in Louisiana. The port 
industry continues to be a main economic driver for the New Orleans metropolitan region with one of the 
world's busiest port systems: Louisiana's Lower Mississippi River. While port trade supports our economy, 
it comes with a downside. The Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MAGO), created to improve port access, 
caused much of the flooding during Hurricane Katrina, especially of our first target area: the St. Claude 
Avenue Corridor between the Industrial Canal and Friscoville Avenue, a 1.6 mile commercial boulevard 
which connects New Orleans' Lower 9111 Ward and Holy Cross neighborhoods and St. Bernard Parish. This 
area significantly flooded when levees along the MAGO failed. Residential redevelopment has gradually 
returned since the storm, most notably with help from Global Green and the Make It Right Foundation who 
employ sustainable, resilient and equitable designs. However, the St. Claude commercial corridor has 
made little progress in its recovery. Many former neighborhood commercial buildings remain vacant, 
including gas stations, auto repair facilities, dry cleaners, groceries and hardware stores. New merchants 
including food businesses are hesitant to relocate on the corridor, creating a U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
(USDA)·designated food desert1• Under this grant, the Regional Planning Commission (RPC), working with 
local communities, will address key Brownfield sites along the St. Claude Corridor to reduce 
environmental uncertainty and spur redevelopment, addressing the community's need for equitable 
commercial resources such as access to fresh food grocery stores. 
The port industry also created a railroad network to move cargo from the Mississippi River to the rest of the 
nation. Some tracks are now abandoned, cutting through historic neighborhoods such as our second target 
area: the Lafitte Corridor, which extends 14 mile around the Lafitte Greenway, a 3.1-mile-long former 
railroad corridor connecting the neighborhoods of Treme/Lafitte, Mid-City, Bayou St. John, and Tulane/ 
Gravier in New Orleans in the process of becoming a multnunctional greenway, addressing the City's need 
for park space while connecting neighborhoods and employment centers with walking/ cycling trails (Action 
Plan for New Orleans (January 2006)). It integrates sustainable water design, per the Lafitte Greenway 
Sustainable Water Design (August 2010) and Lafitte Corridor Community Toolkit (January 2010) developed 
by the nonprofit Broad Community Connections. Abandoned industrial sites within the Lafitte Corridor that 
now present environmental and safety risks have a chance at new life with uses that support the greenway 
such as healthy food stores, recreational retail, restaurants with outdoor seating, and public spaces. 
However, the threat and uncertainty of contamination hinder their reuse. Under this grant, RPC will address 
these barriers, assessing key Brownfield sites to spur further redevelopment to enhance the Lafitte 
Corridor, creating a safer environment with opportunities for local economic development and job creation. 

Revitalization of both corridors may combat New Orleans' heath issues. The CDC reported 64% of New 
Orleans adults2 and 34% of high school students3 as overweight or obese. America's Health Rankings 
project of the United Health Foundation ranks Louisiana as 49111, noting our State's high rates of obesity and 
diabetes, smoking, violent crime and childhood poverty as leading risk factors. Within the State, New 
Orleans ranks 60111 out of 64 metropolitan areas in health outcomes and 27111 of 64 in health factors.4 

1 www.ers.usda.gov/data-productslfood-access·research·atlas 
2 Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System Survey Data. Atlanta, Georgia: 2002-2010. 
3 CDC. Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance - Selected Steps Communities, United States, 2007 and Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance- Pacific Island United 
States Territories, 2007. Surveillance Summaries, November 21, 2008. MMWR 2008;57 (No. SS-12). 
• New Orleans Community Health Improvement Report. Community Health Profile & Community Health Improvement Plan prepared by New Orleans Health 
Deparlment (January 2013). 

Page 1of15 



~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~-BRO~NFIEto~~~~~~~~~~~-

Population 

Unemployed 

Povertv Rate 
Percent 
Minoritv 
Median 
Household 
Income 
Under5 
Years Old 
Households 
w/SNAP 
Benefits 
Children < 18 
in Poverty 
No Vehicle 
Available 
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Redevelopment of sites within the Lafitte and St. Claude Corridors will provide local jobs as well as safe 
and quality recreational options and walkable neighborhood retail including fresh food options to improve 
the overall health and welfare of our communities. These sites will be accessible by the current bike lane 
along St. Claude and the bike trail along the Lafitte Greenway, encouraging healthier living. We will also 
partner with the Friends of the Lafitte Corridor to coordinate with their Local Foods, Local Places initiative 
in partnership with the White House, EPA, USDA, U.S. Dept. of Transportation (USDOT), and the Delta 
Regional Authority to integrate local food systems into community economic action plans, and with the 
Crescent City Land Trust which is working on restoring local grocery stores along the St. Claude Corridor. 
As the metropolitan planning organization and council of governments for the New Orleans metropolitan 
region, RPC's Brownfield Redevelopment Program encompasses New Orleans (Orleans Parish) and the 
surrounding parishes (counties) of Jefferson, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa. We 
anticipate successfully closing out our current EPA Brownfield Assessment grants by September 2015 and 
are requesting additional community-wide assessment funding for both petroleum and hazardous sites to 
continue to address the many Brownfield sites in our region, especially focusing on our two target areas: 
the St. Claude and Lafitte Corridors in New Orleans. This work will be complemented by the Port of New 
Orleans' current Green Port initiatives as part of EPA's Port Sustainability Working Group. 
ii. Demographic Information 

a e . og rap1 1c n orma ion . T bl 1 Dem h" I f f * 
St.Claude Laftlte New Jefferson Plaq. St.Tammany St.Bernard Tang. RPC Louisiana 
Corridor Corridor Orleans Parish Parish Parish Parish Parish Region 

5.240 6,606 341,407 432,706 23,220 234,283 35,947 121,209 1,188,772 4,529,605 

13.2% 22.3% 11.8% 7.2o/o 5.8% 7.0% 12.1% 11.1% 9.0% 8.4% 

28.5% 43.3% 27.2% 15.3% 11.0% 10.8% 18.2% 22.1% 18.5% 18.7% 

72.8% 71.8% 66.5% 36.4% 29.0% 16.4% 23.6% 32.9% 40.2% 36.9% 

$36,681-NA"* NA"* $36,681 $48,522 $57,386 $60,813 $40,590 $40,491 $44,673 60,813"* 

6.2% 7.1% 6.5% 6.5% 7.5% 6.4% 7.9% 7.1% 6.6% 6.9% 

21.2% 18.9% 20.3% 13.1% 9.8% 10.5% 13.5% 19.9% 15.4% 16.5% 

47.8% 39.2% 41.1% 23.7% 13.5% 14.3% 28.4% 29.8% 26.9% 26.6% 

16.7% 28.0% 18.5% 7.9% 4.8% 3.7% 5.2% 7.4% 10.2% 8.5% 

u.s.• 

309, 138,711 

9.3% 

14.9% 

25.8% 

$53,046 

6.5% 

11.4% 

20.8% 

9.0% 

•All data from 1he U.S. Census 2008·2012 American Community Survey S·Year Estimates as recommended by our State Demographer. This allowed us to include data for 1he Census 
Tracts that make up our target area. As a result, National data may differ slightly from that provided in the RFP document 
" NA: Median Income is not able to be reported at levels that indude multiple jurisdictions (e.g. several counties or several census tracts) since averaging the data would not be 
representative given the population differences. 

The table above illustrates our community need, especially for the high percentage of minority residents 
in the region (40%), in New Orleans (67%) and our target areas (St. Claude Corridor: 73%; Lafitte 
Corridor: 78%). Our region's poverty rate is higher than the Nation's, especially in our two target areas 
(St. Claude: 29%; Lafitte: 43%), clearly showing our economic need. Households receiving 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, an indicator of struggling families, is high 
in our target areas (St. Claude: 21%; Lafitte: 19%) compared to the region (15%) and the U.S. (11%). The 
target areas have double the percentage of children living in poverty than the rest of the nation. 
Unemployment in the St. Claude Corridor (13%) and the Lafitte Corridor {22%) is higher than in the City 
of New Orleans (12%), the State (8%) and the Nation (9%). A significant number of target area residents 
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do not have access to a vehicle, highlighting the need for jobs and services accessible by other 
transportation modes. Economic opportunities and access to basic necessities such as fresh food are badly 
needed in our region and especially in this grant's target areas. 
iii. Brownfields 
Through regulatory records, windshield surveys, and stakeholder input, RPC identified over 200 potential 
Brownfields in our region. More recently through targeted efforts and community planning efforts, we 
identified an additional 40 potential Brownfield sites along the St. Claude Corridor and 21 sites within 
the Lafitte Corridor, demonstrating their significant need. The table below notes key sites that if 
redeveloped, would promote economic activity and greenspace within our target areas. Given the high level 
of poverty, unemployment, and children in poverty in the target areas, the prevalence of Brownfield sites is 
likely to present a higher risk of exposure to children due to greater exposure from flaking lead paint, few 
safe play areas and limited information on lead-based paint risks. As demonstrated in the demographic 
table, these sites disproportionately impact minority and tow income populations. The prevalence of vacant 
sites also creates the perception of extensive contamination which can inhibit economic investment. 

T bl 2 K S' . h' T A & P . IC a e : ev 1tes wit in arget reas otent1a ontammat1on 
Site Size fAcresl Potential Contaminants 

SI. a.ode Con1dor. 
Vacant Auto Shoo 0.2 Petroleum Hydrocarbons, including Benzene, Toluene, Ethyl benzene, and Xylene 
Vacant Demolished Gas Station 0.2 !BTEXl 
Former Louis Armstrona Elementarv School 1.4 Lead based oaint· asbestos-containina materials; underaround storaae tank from boiler 
Abandoned Brick Buildina 0.2 Lead oaint and asbestos in buildina materials; oossibtv solvents and heavv metals 
Vacant Former Cleaners 0.8 T etrachloroethvlene/ Percholoroethvlene IPERCl 
l.alllte Con1dor. 
Former Citv Sian & Siana! Shoot Brake Tao Station 2.4 Petroleum Hvdrocarbons incfudina BTEX 
Former Sniders Vacant Industrial} 1 Lead based paint and asbestos in building materials; possibly solvents and heavy 
Vacant Industrial/ Former Laundrv 0.35 metals 
Norfolk Southern Railroad Parts House- Parcels C D & E 6.7 Petroleum Hvdrocarbons, includina BTEX· Heaw Metals, Solvents 

General Laundry Cleaners and Dyers Building (on the PERC; Depending on the dye: Cyclic aromatic compounds; sulfuric acid; nitric acid; 
2.75 chlorine; caustic soda; caustic potash; sodium nitrite; ammonia, hydrochloric acid, National Register of Historic Places) sodium carbonate, bicarbonate, sulfide; heaw metals 

Heellh Effects ol Potential Contaninanll: 
Petroleum Fatigue, headache, nausea, drowsiness; central nervous system depression! permanent damage; peripheral neuropathy characterized by 
Hydrocarbons/ numbness in the feet and legs and, in severe cases. paralysis; irritation of the throat and stomach; difficulty breathing; effects on the blood, immune 
BTEX: 

Lead: 

Asbestos: 

PERC: 

svstem, liver, soleen, kidnevs, develooina fetus, and lunas· skin and eve irritation; cancer includina leukemia· death. 
Persistent fatigue, irritability, loss of appetite, stomach discomfort and/or constipation, reduced attention span, insomnia, poor muscle coordination, 
nerve damage, increased blood pressure, hearing and vision impairment, reproductive problems (e.g., decreased sperm count), retarded fetal 
development even at relatively low exposure levels; In children: damage to the brain and nervous system, behavioral problems, anemia, liver and 
kidney damaoe, hearina loss, hyperactivity, developmental delavs, in extreme cases death. 
Lung cancer mesothelioma, asbestosis. 
Dizziness, fatigue, headaches, incoordination, unconsciousness; irritation to the skin, eyes, nose and throat; liver and kidney damage; memory loss 
and confusion; cancer; contributes to ohotochemical smo11 formation. 

iv. Cumulative Environmental Issues 
Port activities create cumulative environmental issues especially impacting our target areas. St. Claude 
Corridor residents are exposed to diesel exhaust from frequent trucks traveling St. Claude Avenue to 
service the New Orleans and St. Bernard Ports, the 5,000+ vesseiss that annually pass along the 
Mississippi River a Y2 mile away, and slow-moving vessels on the Industrial Canal, adjacent west of the 
target area. Trains that routinely carry coal, petroleum products and chemicals impact both targets areas 
with an active rail line within the St. Claude Corridor and 3 active rail lines within a mile of the Lafitte 
Corridor, along with historic pollution from abandoned tracks. The Lafitte Corridor is surrounded by 
2 major New Orleans interstates and within a Y2 mile of US Highway 61 's heavy truck traffic, including over 
11,000 trucks per day on Interstate 610, over 16,000 trucks der day on Interstate 10, and over 9,000 truck 

5 Sustainable Ports: Strategies for Port Development and Operations, National Association of Counties, June 2014 
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per day on US 61 based on RPC's Daily Traffic Data Collection Program, exposing residents to significant 
diesel emissions. Diesel exhaust includes fine particles which can exacerbate asthma and result in lung 
damage, cancer, and premature death. According to the National Institute for Health, New Orleans has one 
of the highest childhood morbidity and mortality rates for asthma in the u.s.e EPA's Enviromapper shows 
an unpermitted gas station, 2 permanently closed dry cleaners, and 3 facilities with NPDES permits within 
the St. Claude Corridor, and 2 NPDES facilities and over 20 RCRA sites within the Lafitte Corridor. 
These sites present an elevated risk of exposure to harmful pollutants to residents in our target areas. 

The New Orleans Metropolitan area did not meet EPA's ozone air standard from 1992-94 and will likely be 
out of attainment again within 3 years. Part of the St. Claude Corridor is in St. Bernard Parish, a Sulfur 
Dioxide nonattainment area since 19921. U.S. Energy Information Administration maps show oil refineries 
and transport facilities along Louisiana's coast, including the Chalmette and Valero Oil Refineries, 2 and 
4 miles east of the St. Claude Corridor, respectively, and the Crude Oil Rail Terminal Waterway less than 
2 miles north of the St. Claude Corridor and 3 miles northeast of the Lafitte Corridor. EPA maps8 show 
chemical plants concentrated along the Mississippi River in our region as well as over 5,600 facilities with 
air, water and/or soil impacts in the New Orleans metro region, including 14 Superfund sites. Every Gulf of 
Mexico oil spill impacts our economy, most notably our seafood industry, as does the growing Gulf Dead 
Zone at the mouth of the Mississippi River. The 2010/2011 GuH State Population Survey reported 43.3% 
New Orleans residents lost income and/or someone in their household lost a job as a result of the 
Deepwater Horizon disaster, with higher percentages in minority communities. In proportion to population, 
Louisiana bears a disproportionate burden to feed our country's energy, chemical and food needs. 
b. Impacts on Targeted Community 
As shown in Table 1, our target areas have a high percentage of minority residents as well as adults 
and children living in poverty. Both areas include Local and National Register Historic Districts with 
buildings over 100 years old, resulting in widespread lead and asbestos contamination which especially 
affects children. In the Journal of Environmental Protection (December 2012), an article entitled 
Contribution of Soil Lead to Blood Lead in Children: A Study from New Orleans, LA noted children's lead 
exposure from soil in New Orleans ranged from 1.4 to 102 micrograms per day (µg/day), with exposures 
more than 33.5 µg/day potentially causing children's blood lead levels to exceed the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC's)'s blood-lead threshold (10 micrograms per deciliter (µg/dL)) and the more accepted 
protective threshold of 6 µ g/dL. Lead poisoning reduces cognitive functions and the ability to obtain and 
keep employment which can especially impact our low-income residents which make up 29% of the 
St. Claude Corridor and 43% of the Lafitte Corridor. Asbestos exposure can lead to cancer, most notably 
mesothelioma, as well as exacerbate asthma, especially in children. The CDC's National Center for Cancer 
Registries ranks Louisiana 8th for mesothelioma incidences with the 5th highest death rate. Residents are 
also potentially exposed to petroleum hydrocarbons, PERC, metals, and other contamination from 
unaddressed Brownfield sites and are prevented access to necessities such as fresh, healthy food and 
viable employment opportunities. In addition, vacant buildings create physical dangers and safety hazards 
for children or the homeless who trespass into the buildings due to curiosity or need. New Orleans has also 
seen a recent rise in the number of fires in abandoned building, creating a larger environmental impact on 
the community and a drain on local fire department resources. 
The Louisiana Public Health Institute (LPHl)9 notes a high number of New Orleans residents with low 
socioeconomic status (29%; over 46% in certain tracts, including in our target areas), as well the high 
unemployment rate and prevalent low education level, all of which can impact health. LPHI rates Social 

s 1mplementation of Evidence-based Asthma Interventions in Post-Katrina New Orleans; The Head-off Environmenlal Astl1ma in Louisiana (HEAL) Study, Nov. 2012 
1 Louisiana Nonattainment/Maintenance Status for Each County by Year for All Criteria PoHutants (July 2014): www.epa.gov/airqualily/greenbook/anayo_la.html 
a EPA EnviroFacts and EnviroMapper; www.epa.gov/sectors/sectorinfo/sectorprofileslchemical/map.hlml; 
9 Comprehensive Regional Community Health Assessment Report for Southeastern Louisiana (May 2013) 
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Vulnerability as "High" for New Orleans based on Oxfam America's Social Vulnerability Index based on 32 
variables including the community's wealth, age, race, gender, ethnicity, special needs population, and 
employment status. New Orleans also rates "High" for "Multiple Hazards," defined as the risk of 
environmental hazards, including sea level rise. NPHI notes that homicide, a leading cause of premature 
death among young Black males, and violent crime are often related to a general lack of social and 
economic opportunities. LPHI also notes that heart disease is the leading cause of death in New Orleans, 
followed closely by cancer. Redeveloping Brownfields in our region and especially in our two target 
areas can positively affect the health of our communities by creating local economic and recreational 
opportunities while reducing exposure to harmful contaminants. 

c. Financial Need 
i. Economic Conditions 
Without dedicated funding or taxing authority and limited financial support from our municipalities, RPC is 
funded through various grants and does not have sufficient funds to assess the numerous key Brownfield 
sites in our region. Brownfield sites inhibit municipal support by reducing tax revenue from unrealized 
income tax, sales tax and property tax. Table 1 shows median income lower than the national average in 4 
of our 6 parishes, the lowest in New Orleans· the location of both our target areas. Unemployment is 13% 
in the St. Claude Corridor and 22% in the Lafitte Corridor, significantly higher than the City as whole 
and well above the national unemployment rate. The region's poverty rate exceeds the national rate, 
especially in New Orleans and our target areas. In addition, the City is still below pre-2005 (pre-Katrina) 
population levels (341,407 in the 2012 ACS compared to 484,674 in the 2000 Census - a 30% difference) 
but serves the same geographic region, spreading resources thin. While the City has allocated resources to 
the development of the Lafitte Greenway, additional resources are not available to address environmental 
issues at the many Brownfield sites along this corridor, located in a State Urban Renewal Community (the 
New Orleans Urban Renewal Community; see attached documentation for Other Factors Checklist). 

The Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010 greatly impacted our economy. Our seafood industry was radically 
affected in the short-term by restricted fishing operations and devastated seafood stocks, and in the long
term by lower fish reproduction10. The drilling moratorium eliminated many jobs and reduced state 
revenues. Ideally our nation will employ cleaner fuel sources; however, it does not lessen the moratorium's 
impacts on our families' livelihoods and the need for alternative economic opportunities. As noted in 
Section 1.a.iv, 43.3% of New Orleans residents lost income and/or someone in their household lost a job as 
a result of the Deepwater Horizon disaster. In addition, the end of NASA's shuttle program affected over 
1,350 workers at the Michoud Assembly Facility in New Orleans in 2009. These disruptions lowered tax 
income, reducing funding to asses and cleanup Brownfields in New Orleans including in our two target 
areas. 
While traditional funding focuses on business and tourist centers, RPC's Brownfield Program addresses 
sites within our neighborhoods and specifically within Environmental Justice communities that are often 
overlooked and need support to attract development. With our projects underway, RPC's current Brownfield 
grants will be depleted by September 2015 (additional grant data provided in Section 5.c.i). Requests grow 
as the community sees value in redeveloping Brownfield sites and utilizes the Brownfield Program for 
funding, technical expertise, and project facilitation. Additional funding will build on our success and 
continue to provide much-needed environmental aide in our region, keying sites up for local and state 
cleanup funds to use EPA funds to their fullest potential. Without further funding, Brownfield redevelopment 
in our region will stagnate and the potential of key sites will not be realized. 

10 Study conducted by Louisiana State University, funded by the National Science Foundation, published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, Sept. 2011 
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ii. Economic Effects of Brownfields 
Brownfields can decrease property values and thus property taxes in surrounding neighborhoods. Our two 
target areas have lower median home values (Lafitte Corridor: less than $161,000 in 3 of 4 census tracts; 
St. Claude Corridor: $95,000 to $163,500) as compared to the US ($181 ,400). Brownfields also attract 
crime, creating dangerous neighborhoods and adding to the hazardous living conditions of our most 
vulnerable populations, and adversely affect our economic potential by inhibiting development. Lead 
poisoning reduces cognitive functions and the ability to obtain and keep employment, which can then lead 
to increases in crime. Abandoned buildings in prominent locations such as along the Lafitte and 
St. Claude Corridors create blight, reducing our ability to attract viable local businesses, which then 
inhibits walkable neighborhoods. These ills also discourage larger companies from locating in our region 
and threaten local businesses by deterring customers. The unknown environmental status of Brownfields 
along the corridors hinders development, resulting in lost economic opportunities. This disproportionately 
impacts minorities and children living in poverty in our two target areas. 

2. Project Description and Feasibility of Success 
a. Project Description 
i. Project Description 
Under this funding, RPC's Brownfield Redevelopment Program will continue to facilitate the redevelopment 
of Brownfields throughout our member parishes, concentrating our efforts on two targeted communities: the 
Lafitte and St. Claude Corridors. We will build on our existing program which includes the St. Margaret's 
at Mercy site being redeveloped as a senior living facility and Parcels A & B of the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad Parts House in the Lafitte Corridor and, in the St. Claude Corridor, the Former Holy Cross 
School Site being redeveloped as a mixed use facility and the former gas station at 5800 St. Claude 
Avenue being redeveloped by the Crescent City Land Trust, a nonprofit developer, into a much needed 
pharmacy and urban garden. The additional funding will allow us to assess Parcels C, D & E of the 
Norfolk Southern Railroad Parts House, identified as a priority site by the Friends of the Lafitte Corridor 
and planned as a mixed use facility with an innovative recreational component, and the many small scale 
sites along the St. Claude Corridor as noted in Table 2. At least a Phase I environmental site 
assessments (ESAs). 6·8 Phase II ESAs. and 4-6 cleanup plans will be comoleted under this funding. RPC 
will also organize 6 outreach activities, identify cleanup and redevelopment funding, and help communities 
navigate the environmental process. We coordinate with local plans such as New Orleans' Master Plan: 
Plan for the 21s1 Century: New Orleans 2030 which includes the Lafitte Greenway Master Plan and 
emphasizes creating a network of linear parks with multi-use paths to enhance transit, pedestrian, and 
cycle access. Redevelopment of Brownfield sites in the Lafitte Corridor as recreational retail, community 
gardens, restaurants, grocery stores and residential complements the greenway and enhances its 
attractiveness to users by transforming blighted structures that attract crime and create unsafe conditions 
into vibrant community assets. For the St. Claude Corridor, the City of New Orleans' Neighborhood 
Rebuilding Plans for the Holy Cross and Lower 9111 Ward Neighborhoods specifically notes the need to 
redevelop the St. Claude Avenue commercial corridor including recommended reuses such as libraries, 
after school activity centers, computer resource centers, and mixed-used residentiaV neighborhood retail. 
Both target areas include environmental justice (EJ) communities which RPC will connect to developers to 
provide feedback and input into site reuse. RPC will continue to partner with the Greater New Orleans 
Housing Association to incorporate equitable housing principles and collaborate with minority-focused 
developers targeting sites in economically depressed communities, such as Progressive Church, an African 
American congregation with a community development arm, and Bayou Treme Center, a nonprofit focused 
on restoring a vacant church and school in the heart of a New Orleans' minority community (both RPC 
Brownfield projects). We also connect developers to information on sustainable, resilient, and historic 
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preservation building practices, such as EPA's Sustainable Redevelopment online resources and the 
Preservation Resource Center (both target areas include historic districts); as well as our project partners: 
the Friends of Lafitte Corridor, Global Green (housed in the Holy Cross neighborhood near the St. Claude 
Corridor) and the Lower 9th Ward Center for Sustainable Development (St. Claude Corridor resource). 

ii. Project Timing 
RPC's Brownfield Program Director is familiar with EPA grant documents will submit all required paperwork 
to EPA by Oct. 1, 2015. With our community partners, the Program Director will prioritize key sites ready for 
assessment at the time of award. Our Brownfield Project Proposal Form gathers relevant site information 
for EPA's eligibility determination. Our access agreement template, based on LDEQ's Brownfield Access 
Agreement, facilitates site access approval. Within 3 months of award (by Dec. 31, 2015), through our 
federally-approved competitive selection process and using previously used templates, RPC will procure 
contractor services to conduct Phase I and II ESAs and develop cleanup plans. RPC anticipates enrolling 6 
sites into our Brownfield Program within 12 months of award (including obtaining EPA and Louisiana Dept. 
of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) eligibility determinations and written access agreements) and starting 
assessment activities. RPC's Brownfield Program Director will ensure that all activities are completed on 
time and that substantial progress is made within 18 months of grant award. RPC's Quality Assurance 
Officer annually updates our Quality Management Plan which is currently approved through Oct. 28, 2015. 

iii. Site Selection 
RPC uses the following criteria to prioritize sites within our program (order is not indicative of priority): 

• Is the site eligible for Brownfield funding? Has an access agreement been signed? 
• Does the redevelopment comply with municipal plans? Is the site a community priority? Does the 

redevelopment flt with the community's goals? What are anticipated community benefits/ economic 
impacts of the redevelopment? 

• Is the site located near alternative transportation (e.g. transit, walking, cycling) or will it motivate 
further expansion of alternative transportation modes? 

• Will the reuse include space for nonprofits or job training programs? 
• What is the likelihood of redevelopment once environmental issues are addressed? Is funding in 

place for the redevelopment? 
Our USTriage software helps communities rank sites using criteria such as existing infrastructure and 
available financial incentives for redevelopment, and our INDEX Model helps determine the best site reuse 
based on the local community's goals, engaging the community early in the process. The Brownfield 
Program Director meets with project partners early on to ensure understanding of the Brownfield process 
and that property owners are actively involved. We partner with our Bike/Pedestrian Program to target sites 
along current and planned bike and pedestrian corridors, such as the Lafitte Corridor and the St. Claude 
Bike Lane, and through our partnerships with transit agencies, prioritize sites along current and planned 
transit corridors, including those that transverse our target areas. 

b. Task Description and Budget Table 
i. Task Description 
Based on past experience, if this proposal is successful RPC would be awarded two separate grants: one 
for Hazardous Substances sites and one for Petroleum sites. The task breakdown and budgets below 
reflect this when they refer to "per grant." This is also reflected in the Budget Table (Table 3) which also 
includes the overall budget by category for the total funding request for this proposal. 
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15 hrs of staff time per outreach event to coordinate the event, create & send out notices, conduct the event & 
follow u : 15 hrs * 3 events er rant = 45 hrs * $35/hr = $3, 150 r rant 

Supplies: $150 per grant for contractor selection public notice (per RPC's policy, if both hazardous & petroleum funding is 
awarded, one contractor will be selected for each grant to perform Phase I & II ESAs and develop cleanup plans 
for a licable sites ; $51 r rant for si ns handouts, & informational materials for outreach events 

Task 2: Perfonn Phase I I II ESAs and Develop Cleanup Plans: 8 Phase I ESAs, 6-8 Phase II ESAs, & 4-6 cleanup 
plans. A total of $369,524 is budgeted for this task, ($184,762 per grant; sites will be assessed under the appropriate grant; 
if costs are less than estimated, we will conduct additional ESAs/develo cleanu fans with remainin funds : 
Contractual: $162,600 per grant: Based on prior experience of RPC, LDEQ & other Louisiana Brownfield grantees, EPA's 

AAI Phase Is are approx. $3,800 each; Phase lls under LDEQ's Voluntary Remediation Program range from 

Su lies: 
Travel: 

$20,000 to $50,000 er site, de ndin on environmental issues and size; cleanu lans are est. at $10,000 

$102 per grant for mileage for RPC Brownfield Program Director to attend meetings & conduct site visits for 4 
Phase Is & 4 Phase lls under each rant $0.51 er mile x 25 miles er Pro'ect 

Personnel: $10,850 per grant: Estimated costs for RPC Brownfield Program Director to coordinate environmental 
activities & review work lans, re orts, QAPPs & other related documents before submittal to EPA & LDEQ. 

Task 3: Travel to EPA Peer Exchanges: EPA peer exchanges allow RPC's Brownfield Program Director to interact with 
federal, state, & local partners to improve our Brownfield Program. RPC anticipates sending one staff person to 2 EPA 
Regional Training Workshops & 2 EPA National Brownfield Conferences during the 3-year grant period. In the budget table 
below, costs are split evenly between Hazardous & Petroleum budgets & based on previous experience include 3 days of 
staff time & $400 in travel costs r r ional meetin , 4 da of staff time & $700 in travel costs r national conference. 

ii. Budget Table 
T bl 3 B d T bl a e : u1aet a e 

Budget Hazardous Assessment Grant Budaet Petroleum Assessment Grant Budget Total Bude et Reauest 
Categories Task 1: Task2: Task3: Total Task 1: Task2: Task3: Total Task1: Task 2: Task3: 

Personnel $2,520 $10,850 $3,920 $17,290 $2,520 $10,850 $3,920 $17,290 $5,040 $21,700 $7,840 
Fringe $3,573 $10, 160 $3,924 $17,657 $3,573 $10,160 $3,924 $17,657 $7,146 $20,320 $7,848 Benefits* 
Travel $0 $102 $1,100 $1,202 $0 $102 $1,100 $1,202 $0 $204 $2,200 
Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 
Supplies $201 $1,050 $0 $1,251 $201 $1,050 $0 $1,251 $402 $2,100 $0 

Total 

$34,580 

$35,314 

$2,404 
$0 

$2,502 
Contractual $0 $162,600 $0 $162,600 $0 $162,600 $0 $162,600 $0 $325,200 $0 $325,200 
Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Total $6,294 $184,762 $8,944 $200,000 $6,294 $184,762 $8,944 $200,000 $12,588 $369,524 $17,888 $400,000 
• RPC's Fringe Benefit rate is 100.095% which includes our mandatory state retirement system contribution (37.5%), health & dental benefits (which significantly increased 
over the past few years), & personal leave pay. RPG recently switched to the State of Louisiana's Group Health Insurance in an effort to reduce this rate in the future. 

c. Ability to Leverage 

RPC leverages public and private funding and provides in-kind services to support Brownfield objectives. 
Our Brownfield Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund (BCRLF) program income (currently at $75,650) 
supports cleanup of sites assessed with this grant. Our leveraging also includes a $1.1 million grant from 
Louisiana Dept. of Transportation and Development (laDOTD) to promote Smart Growth strategies for 
regional land use, including Brownfield redevelopment, and over $200,000 in grant funding from 
Louisiana Dept. of Natural Resources (LONA) and US Dept. of Energy (USDOE) for our Clean Fuel 
Partnership to promote clean fuel stations at redeveloped Brownfield sites including along our two target 
corridors. As the Economic Development Administration's (EDA's) Louisiana Economic Development 
District No. 1, RPC produced a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, a roadmap to diversify 
and strengthen the regional economy which helps prioritize sites that benefit the region as whole and meet 
EDA funding requirements and which gives Brownfield projects priority for EDA funding. Our relationship 
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with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) assists with State and Federal Historic Tax Credits and 
ensures compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act. We connect applicants to New Market Tax 
Credit allocatees and the Louisiana Housing Corporation for low-income housing tax credits. We work with 
our municipalities on project-specific assistance, such as tax increment financing (TIF) and/or tax 
abatement. (RPC is not a unit of local government and is not able to collect general revenues or establish 
TIF districts.) We also connect developers to the Health Education Authority of Louisiana, a quasi
govemmental agency set up by the Louisiana Dept. of Health and Hospitals (LDHH) to provide bond 
funding to build, renovate, and expand facilities within 10 miles of the new Health Sciences Center in New 
Orleans, which includes both target areas. Leveraged resources also include LDEQ's oversight fees 
which are waived for nonprofit and government sites enrolled in both LDEQ's Voluntary Remediation 
Program and RPC's Brownfield Program, estimated by LDEQ at $2,000 • 4,000 per site. LDEQ's 
Brownfield Team provides project-specific guidance and input into work plans and reports early on to 
ensure they meet LDEQ requirements, saving both time and money over the life of the project. We will 
continue to partner with Kansas State University's (KSU's) Technical Assistance to Brownfields Program to 
produce quality Brownfield outreach events, especially targeting EJ communities; KSU also reviews 
contractor solicitations, work plans and reports as needed (total estimated value of $12,000). 
Since sites won't be chosen until funding is available, we don't have financial commitments for specific sites 
at this time. An example of site-specific leveraging at one of our current sites is St. Margaret's at Mercy, 
which is partnering a $200,000 EPA cleanup grant, $40,000 LDEQ cleanup grant and $500,000 New 
Orleans Brownfield cleanup loan to remediate an abandoned hospital. For the redevelopment, 
St. Margaret's Foundation is in the process of securing $6.8 million in federal historic tax credits, $7.7 
million in state historic tax credits (net fees), $5.7 million in New Market Tax Credits and $21.1 million in 
traditional bank debt. 

3. Community Engagement and Partnerships 
a. Plan for Involving Targeted Community/Other Stakeholders and Communicating Project Progress 
i. Community Involvement Plan 
RPC strives to tailor outreach to target audiences. Under this funding, RPC will host at least 6 Brownfield 
outreach events, providing forums for stakeholder dialogue and feedback. These forums are a public, non
threatening learning setting for community groups and nonprofits, and are held at locations suggested by 
community partners and at RPC's offices which are ADA and transit accessible and offer secure bike 
parking. Forums provide networking opportunities for community-based groups, property owners, residents, 
developers, businesses, lenders, consultants, and regulatory agencies to create partnerships to facilitate 
projects. We will also present at other organizations' meetings (such as neighborhood associations) to 
reach more diverse audiences. Our contact list of over 280 Brownfield stakeholders includes neighborhood 
groups, nonprofits, developers (such as Jericho Road Housing Initiative, Perez, and Wisznia), consultants, 
lenders (such as Chase Bank), and federal, state and local agencies as well as Louisiana Brownfield 
Association (LBA) state-wide members. We will contact our community partners before enrolling a site into 
our program to ensure they are aware of the project and support the proposed reuse, and at major 
milestones in the environmental process to keep them informed (e.g. the results of ESAs) and gather their 
feedback (e.g. on work plans and cleanup plans). As suggested by our target area community partners, we 
will send event information and project updates to our partners to send out to their stakeholders. The 
Friends of Lafitte Corridor advises a mix of email, paper distribution and presentations, as well as sharing 
information with the city-wide NEWCITY Neighborhood Partnership. The Mid-City Neighborhood 
Organization (MCNO) has offered to distribute information through their monthly email blast, Facebook 
page, website, blog, and regular monthly meetings. In addition, our local chambers of commerce, including 
the New Orleans Chamber, connect us to local businesses. We advertise events on the Metro New Orleans 
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Sourcelink website, a resource for local small businesses where RPC's Brownfield Program is listed as a 
Resource Partner. If sites are in locations with non-English speakers, we translate materials accordingly 
(e.g. region-wide RPC documents have been translated into Spanish and Vietnamese) and provide 
translators at public meetings. MCNO is working with a new Latino neighborhood group called Vecinos 
sponsored by Puentes New Orleans that may help with information translation and dissemination to the 
Latino community. We also review our documents for low English proficiency and have a relationship with 
lighthouse Louisiana for services for blind or deaf stakeholders as needed. 

RPC maintains various Brownfield outreach materials and a website to help communities understand the 
environmental process and access reports. We have relationships with local news media, such as the 
weekly City Business which posted a Brownfield article series, and the Times-Picayune and Advocate 
newspapers (the only two major papers in our region) which regularly cover Brownfield activities. We are 
exploring options to better connect developers with surrounding communities on reuse plans such as the "I 
want this to be ... " campaign in Lansing, Ml, where community members were encouraged to write reuse 
ideas on a chalkboard installed on vacant buildings, and web resources such as www.neighborland.com to 
connect local organizations with residents for their feedback. These types of efforts are less intimidating 
than public meetings and encourage feedback from a larger community spectrum. 
ii. Communicating Progress 
RPC conducts site-specific outreach, connecting the community to decision-makers for current projects to 
learn about and provide input into their reuse. We will contact community partners prior to enrolling a site 
into our program to ensure their support of the proposed reuse and present updates at community 
organization meetings at major project milestones. We will also send project information to community 
organizations in hard copy and/or electronic format (their choice) to disseminate to their stakeholders. 
Translation services are provided as needed (see above). For Phase lls and cleanups conducted under 
LDEQ's Voluntary Remediation Program, letters explaining proposed activities will be mailed to adjacent 
property owners before activities begin and project documents will be placed in the library branch closest to 
the site, allowing time for owners to review and comment on the proposed plan. Reports will also be 
available in hard copy at our offices as well as online on our Brownfield website and through LDEQ's 
Electronic Data Management System, and offered to neighborhood associations. If project comments are 
received, RPC will discuss them with relevant partners to ensure that they are properly addressed and then 
reply to the individual(s) (by phone, letter or e-mail as appropriate) and post the responses on our website. 

b. Partnerships with Government Agencies 
i. Local/State/Tribal Environmental Authority 
RPC has an established relationship with LDEQ (11 +years), the State's environmental regulatory authority. 
LDEQ reviews and approves investigation and cleanup documents and provides final cleanup approval for 
our Brownfield projects. We collaborate early to move projects through LDEQ's Voluntary Remediation 
Program efficiently. LDEQ attends project meetings and our outreach events. Our Commission includes 
parish and city elected officials connecting us to our local governments including local environmental and 
health programs such as the City of New Orleans Health Department, the Mayor's Office of Coastal and 
Environmental Affairs, the City's first Chief Resiliency Officer and Jefferson Parish's Dept. of Environmental 
Affairs, as well as local public works, planning, building and community development departments. 
ii. Other Relevant Governmental Partnerships 
RPC regularly partners with government agencies to facilitate Brownfield projects. Although no tribes are 
located within our region, we've started working with our state Tribal Historic Preservation Officers to 
determine if any tribes have an interest in RPC projects. Representatives from LDHH (our state health 
agency) attend our outreach meetings and are available for project-specific input, such as promoting the 
health benefits of the Lafitte Greenway and fresh food retailers in both the Lafitte and St. Claude 
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Corridors. LONA and USDOE provide expertise for reuse of Brownfields as alternative fuel stations 
through our Clean Fuel Partnership Program. We work with the SHPO to ensure compliance with historic 
preservation regulations to facilitate projects (both target areas are located in designated historic 
districts). We work with Louisiana Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries to ensure projects conform to the 
Endangered Species Act. In addition to working with EPA Region 6 Brownfields, we work with their land 
revitalization team on creative reuse projects, including a RE-Powering America's Lands Renewable 
Energy Feasibility Study for our Former Kaiser Aluminum site in St. Bernard. As the metropolitan planning 
organization, we partner with USDOT and LaDOTD, including prioritizing funding for transportation projects 
near Brownfield redevelopments in coordination with their Ladders of Opportunity Initiative, including 
improving transit along St. Claude Avenue and funding for improvements along the Lafitte Greenway. 
Our Economic Development Director collaborates with EDA on technical and funding initiatives such as 
infrastructure improvements that may spur redevelopment and job creation in both target areas. The US 
Dept. of Agriculture provides information on programs that benefit our region's rural Brownfields. We also 
have strong working relationships with the US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development, Homeland 
Security and US Army Corps of Engineers. 

c. Partnerships with Community Organizations 
i. Community Organization Description & Role 
Neighborhood organizations in our target areas that have committed to assist our program with the 
execution of this proposal by disseminating information, identifying priority sites, and providing feedback on 
redevelopment plans include the Friends of Lafitte Corridor, the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization 
and the Lower 9lh Ward Center for Sustainable Engagement. The following local organizations have 
committed to support our Brownfield Program and this proposal as described below: 

• Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance provides input into projects to ensure that reuses include 
equitable housing options and disseminates information to equitable housing advocates. 

• New Orleans Business Alliance, a nonprofit public-private economic development partnership, 
connects us to the business community and identifies funding for Brownfield redevelopment projects. 

• Louisiana Brownfields Association (LBA), a nonprofit supporting Brownfield redevelopment across 
Louisiana, provides technical expertise for project implementation as well as outreach support, 
providing expert presenters, informational materials, and assistance in reaching targeted audiences 
such as realtors, developers, nonprofits, and community organizations. 

• Limitless Vistas Inc. (LVI) is a nonprofit and a current EPA Environmental Workforce and Job 
Training grantee creating opportunities for disengaged youth. RPC connects LVI with contractors to 
provide training and job opportunities. With their connections within EJ communities, LVI assists us in 
involving targeted communities in the planning and environmental assessment process. 

• Global Green USA - New Orleans Regional Council, the region's recognized sustainable 
development technical resource, provides technical expertise and resources to encourage 
sustainable cleanup and redevelopment of RPC's Brownfield sites. 

ii. Letters of Commitment: Letters of Commitment are attached. 
4. Project Benefits 
a. Health and/or Welfare and Environment 
i. Health and/or Welfare Benefits 
Addressing environmental issues at sites on St. Claude Avenue will help spur the revitalization of this key 
commercial corridor, especially the return of essential neighborhood commercial entities such as grocery 
stores and pharmacies which would improve residents' quality of life and address their current food desert. 
Addressing vacant properties in the Lafitte Corridor may improve the safety of the Lafitte Greenway, a 
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critical component to its success and use, as well restore blighted properties to reuse to benefit the 
surrounding community. Redeveloping Brownfield sites in both corridors will create local jobs in the 
environmental and redevelopment stages as well as in their final reuses. RPC will work with local job 
training programs such as Limitless Vistas to ensure that jobs are made available to community residents. 
This in tum will help address the serious poverty in both target areas, especially benefitting the large 
percentage of children living in poverty. Providing quality jobs and reducing the number of abandoned 
buildings will also deter crime creating safer neighborhoods. Revenue from returning properties to tax rolls 
as well as new sales and income taxes will help the City address other sites and needs. Enhanced access 
to recreational amenities and bike lanes may improve residents' overall health, combatting our high rates of 
obesity and heart disease. Redevelopment of Brownfields in our target areas will decrease residents' 
exposure to toxic pollutants such as asbestos, lead, PERC and hydrocarbons. Reducing asbestos 
exposure may reduce the cancer rates, especially mesothelioma, and remediating lead may reduce blood 
lead levels in our region, especially in children. As part of our outreach, RPC educates stakeholders on the 
dangers of lead and asbestos so they can protect their families and reduce their risk of exposure. 

ii. Environmental Benefits 
Projects in the Lafitte Corridor will coordinate with the greenway's water design master plan, creating 
demonstration projects for effective, sustainable water management. In the St. Claude Corridor, 
contamination at abandoned gas stations and auto repair facilities will be addressed to reduce the 
community's exposure to hydrocarbons, lead and heavy metals. Projects in both corridors may reduce the 
risk of contamination to nearby waterways such as the Mississippi River, the Industrial Canal, Lake 
Pontchartrain and Bayou St. John. We also connect developers with Global Green to promote sustainable 
reuse plans that make our region more resilient to natural disasters. 

b. Environmental Benefits from Infrastructure Reuse/Sustainable Reuse 
i. Planning, Policies. and Other Tools 
Our Brownfield Program coordinates with local planning efforts including those in our target areas: 
• Plan for the 21sr Century: New Orleans 2030 (New Orleans Master Plan: Jan. 2010) - City of New 

Orleans, Citv Planning Commission: Emphasizes creating a network of linear parks with multi-use 
paths to enhance transit, pedestrian and cycle access, specifically noting the Lafitte Greenway. 

• Lafitte Greenway Master Plan (Dec. 2007; added as an addendum to the 2010 New Orleans Master 
Plan) - Friends of the Lafitte Corridor and Brown+danos land design inc.: Focuses on creating linkages 
between neighborhoods, cultural and historical interpretation, and specific infrastructure improvements. 
Notes the need to redevelopment vacant historic buildings along the greenway which can then present 
opportunities for helping the public relate to the industrial and cultural history of the Lafitte Greenway. 

• Target Area Development Plan. Redevelop: Broad Street and Lafitte Greenway-Treme (Fall 2007) -
City of New Orleans. Mayor's Office of Recovery Management: Identified 13 critical projects in the 
Lafitte Corridor and potential funding sources; Includes redeveloping vacant buildings along the 
greenway as a priority, specifically mentioning the General Laundry Cleaners and Dyers Building. 

• Lafitte Greenway - Sustainable Water Design {August 2010) - Friends of Lafitte Greenway and 
Waggonner and Ball Architects: Includes specific, innovative surface water, storrnwater, and 
groundwater designs along the Lafitte Greenway to reduce flooding and enhance the environment 
which can be integrated into Brownfield redevelopment projects. 

• Neighborhood Rebuilding Plans: Holy Cross. Planning District 8 and Lower f1h Ward (September 2006) 
- City of New Orleans: While many plans focus on St. Claude Avenue west of the Industrial Canal, this 
plan specifically focuses on St. Claude Avenue in the Lower 9111 Ward and Holy Cross neighborhoods 
as a key to restoring the health of both neighborhoods, highlighting specific projects to promote 
revitalization and noting studying gap funding requirements as a priority. 
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Both target areas utilize existing infrastructure such as existing road, water, gas and electric systems. Both 
are serviced by transit routes and reuse of key sites encourages transit ridership. We partner developers 
with Global Green to include green building techniques that are locally accessible; with the City's Energy 
Smart program and our local utility, Entergy, to promote energy efficiency; with the Preservation Resource 
Center for information on restoring historic buildings; and with LifeCity for green infrastructure and 
stormwater management. Our Smart Growth Program will provide information on sustainable, resilient and 
equitable building practices such as stormwater management and energy efficiency which can be 
incorporated into Brownfield projects. We encourage green remediation based on the specific 
contamination found at project sites. 

ii. Integrating Equitable Development or Livability Principles 
Redevelopment of sites will support our existing communities, especially the high percentage of minority 
and low·income residents in our target areas, and demonstrate the value of these communities and 
neighborhoods by investing in and improving key corridors. Projects under this funding will enhance access 
to bike and pedestrian amenities including the existing St. Claude bike lane and the Lafitte Greenway. 
Sites along existing transit routes will be prioritized, providing more transportation choices for workers and 
customers. RPC works with the Greater New Orleans Housing Authority to include equitable housing 
practices into our redevelopments and retain residents in our target areas historically affected by 
Brownfields. Redevelopment of Brownfields restores blighted, deteriorating properties, reducing toxicity and 
opportunities for illegal dumping while cont1ibuting to greener and healthier homes, buildings, and 
neighborhoods, which will increase the economic competitiveness of both target areas and the region. 
Restoration of neighborhood commercial along the St. Claude Corridor increases economic opportunities 
for neighborhood residents and their access to healthy and affordable food. RPC utilizes our relationships 
with Limitless Vistas and our local Workforce Development Board to ensure local residents have access 
to jobs created by reuse of Brownfield sites. As noted under Ability to Leverage and Other Relevant 
Governmental Partnerships, RPC will leverage this funding with other federal policies and investments. 
Cleanup of sites assessed under this grant will mitigate environmental conditions through effective 
deconstruction and remediation strategies which address solid and hazardous waste, and improve air and 
water quality. By restoring properties along the Lafitte Corridor, residents will have enhanced access to 
greenspace and recreational properties including the Lafitte Greenway which may reduce obesity and 
improve health. Redevelopment of sites in both target areas will support the efforts of nonprofits such as 
the Friends of Lafitte Corridor and Crescent City Community Land Trust. 
c. Economic and Community Benefits (long-term benefits) 
i. Economic or Non·Economic Benefits 
Restoration of key Brownfields in our target areas will create jobs for local residents, increase sales tax 
revenues, restore properties to tax rolls, and enhance access to greenspace. Specific opportunities will 
depend on projects poised for assessment when the funding becomes available, but examples include the 
reuse of a gas station on St. Claude Avenue planned as a focal pharmacy/ urban garden operated by a 
nonprofit land trust expected to create 10 jobs and include a health clinic, and the former railroad parts 
house, a 5 parcel tract along the Lafitte Corridor, with commercial and residential components projected 
to create at least 30 jobs and improve access to the Lafitte Greenway's walking/cycling trails and 
recreational opportunities. These jobs are especially important for the minority and income challenged 
residents in our target areas who have limited access to quality income opportunities. RPC prioritizes sites 
that include space for nonprofits and job training programs. Based on past and current projects, RPC 
estimates that tor every $1 of Brownfield funding from our program, $39 is invested in the community. 

Page 13of 15 



1.,'\'C -

~~~~~~~~~~~-BROVVNFIELO~~~~~~~~~~~-
R1D•vu OPMrNT PROGR;\}v1 

ii. Job Creation Potential: Partnerships with Workforce Development Programs 
RPC partners with Limitless Vistas Inc. (LVI), a current EPA Environmental Workforce and Job Training 
grantee, supporting their efforts to train minority at-risk youth for future careers. L VI students work on RPC 
Brownfield projects as part of their training. RPC also hosts events to connect environmental contractors 
with LVI, resulting in the hiring of recent graduates and further partnerships for training opportunities. RPC 
partners with our local Workforce Development Board to identify other Brownfield-related training programs. 

5. Programmatic Capability and Past Performance 
a. Programmatic Capability 
RPC routinely administers federal funds from EPA, DOE, and DOT, with a history of effectively managing 
Brownfield funds. Program Director Rebecca Otte has successfully managed our Brownfield Program for 
11 years and will be responsible for the execution of this proposal. Her Bachelor of Science degree in civil 
engineering and Master's in Urban and Regional Planning is complemented by 4 years of environmental 
consulting experience conducting ESAs and cleanups prior to working for RPC. Ms. Otte oversees all 
aspects of RPC's Brownfield grants, including work plan development and implementation, competitive 
consultant selection, reporting, and financial tracking. She ensures Phase Is meet EPA's AAI standards 
and completes the Reporting Requirements Checklist. To ensure timely completion, she maintains a 
Brownfield Planning spreadsheet to track the progress of projects. She also tracks the employment of 
consultants/ subcontractors that are Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs) or are part of an EPA 
training grant. Outreach events and grant activities are well documented including agendas, sign-in sheets 
and photographs. Outputs are reported to our EPA Project Officer formally via quarterly reports and the 
ACRES reporting system, and informally via regular emails and phone calls. We understand the level of 
EPA oversight in administering Brownfield funding and strive to keep EPA informed during and after the 
grant period. We track outcomes such as jobs created (construction and operation), leveraged funding, and 
acres of greenspace created and update ACRES accordingly. We provide site-specific information for 
inclusion in EPA publications, such as RPC's Falstaff Brewery project featured in EPA's 2009 Building 
Vibrant Communities document. Additional staff includes John King, RPC's Quality Assurance Officer 
responsible for updating and ensuring compliance with our EPA-approved Quality Management Plan. 
Susan Simon, our Certified Public Accountant, tracks and verifies all grant-related expenses and handles 
grant drawdowns through the ASAP system. Ernest Burguieres, RPC's attorney, reviews contracts and 
documents to ensure legal compliance. LDEQ's Brownfield and Voluntary Remediation Program Director is 
actively involved in our projects. In the event of staff turnover, RPC will use our networks, including the 
LBA, to identify qualified candidates. We maintain a Brownfield Coordinator job description including task 
and necessary skills lists. Documents are organized electronically on RPC's server in a dedicated 
Brownfields folder and in hard copy in the Brownfield Program's filing cabinets to ensure a smooth 
transition if needed. 
RPC will use our Federally-approved competitive process to select qualified environmental contractors to 
perform ESAs and produce cleanup plans (one for hazardous sites/ one for petroleum sites). Respondents 
are required to have a Quality Assurance Officer who has attended EPA's Quality Assurance training. 
Notices are posted in the local newspaper, the Daily Journal of Commerce, and on RPC's website. We also 
send notices to our email list of consultants interested in Brownfield RFQs, including small- and minority
business assistance centers such as the Good Work Network. At least 3 RPC staff members score each 
proposal based on criteria such as experience, past performance, current workload, and special criteria 
such as if the firm or subcontractor is a DBE and/or part of an EPA training program, and then recommends 
the highest ranked firm to the Commission which makes the final selection at a public meeting. RPC's 
Brownfield Program currently exceeds our DBE contractor goal (Actual: 58%; Goal: 21 %). 
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b. Audit Findings: RPC affirms that we have not had an adverse audit finding. 

c. Past Performance and Accomplishments 
i. Currently or Has Ever Received an EPA Brownfields Grant: RPC is a current and past recipient of EPA 
Brownfield Funding. We anticipate successfully closing out our current EPA Brownfield assessment grants 
by September 2015 and do not have sufficient funding to address priority sites within our two target areas. 

1. Compliance with grant requirements: RPC is up-to-date with all reporting requirements, including 
quarterly reports, Minority/Women-Owned Business reporting, Federal Financial Reporting, and submission 
of site infonnation in ACRES. Our Quality Management Plan is up to date (expires October 28, 2015), as 
are the Quality Assurance Project Plans for our sites with ongoing data collection. We are making timely 
and sufficient progress on all our work plan objectives. 

2. Accomplishments: 
Table 4: Leveraged Funding I Jobs I Acres Readv for Reuse 

Site Enrolled in RPC's Brownfield Program Leveraaed Funding Estimated Jobs Acres Ready for Reuse 
Proaressive Church Site $1.4 million 50 Construction/ 45 Fulltime 18 
Kaiser Aluminum Site $35,000 10 Fulltime 39 
Citv of WestweQo Municipal Complex $3.6million 30 Construction 11 addt'I Fulltime 1.5 
Former Schweamann's Site $2.8 million 5 construction/ 1 O Fulltime 12 
St. Maraarefs at Mercy (Cleanup in Progress) $363,000 300 Construction/ 350 Fulltime 6. 75 when complete 
Bavou Trame Center (Cleanup in Progress) $244,088 20 Construction/ 30 Fulltime 2 when complete 
Former Holy Cross School Site (Cleanup in $1.4 million (400 construction jobs, 125 permanent 13 when complete Proaress) iobs, soace for 240 job opportunities) 

Table 5: RPC's 5 Most Recent Brownfield Grants 
Grant Proiect Period Funds Remainina 

Community-Wide Hazardous Oct 2012- Spent to date: $125,055.95 
Assessment Grant Sept. 2015 Allocated: 2015 Outreach Events: $950; Former Holy Cross School Site - Completing 

(Anticipate close Phase II & Cleanup Plan: $24k; Railroad Parts House Parcels A & B Phase I & II: $50k 
Grant amount: $200,000 _ out b~~2015) Total Funding Remaining: $0 

·-----~·~-~--

Accomplishments to date: Cleanup plan for 2 acre site; Phase II for 13 acre site; 3 communitv outreach events. 
Community-Wide Petroleum Oct. 2012- Spent to date: $109,931.75 

Assessment Grant Sept. 2015 Allocated: 2015 Outreach Events: $300; St. Margarefs at Mercy - Cleanup Planning: 
(Anticipate close $15k; Abandoned Wastewater Plants (2 sites}- Phase II: $40k; 643 Seguin - Phase I: 

Grant amount: $200,000 out by Sept. 2015} $3800; 5800 St. Claude & 1025 Charbonnet, New Orleans - Phase I & II: $31 k 
Total Funding Remaining: $0 

Accomplishments to Date: 2 Phase II assessments; Development of cleanup bid specifications; 4 community outreach events. 
Closed Out A_ - . ($0 Funds Remaining) 

Community-Wide Hazardous Oct. 2009- Accomplishments: Completed 8 Phase I assessments include 6 affordable housing 
Assessment Grant Sept. 2012 sites; Worked with EPA/DOE on a RE-Powering America's Land Renewable Energy 

Successfully Feasibility Study for the Former Kaiser Aluminum Landfill site in St. Bernard Parish; 
Grant amount: $200,000 Closed Out Completed 1 Phase II under LDEQ's Voluntary Remediation Program; Conducted 8 

outreach events to Brownfield stakeholders 
Community-Wide Petroleum Oct. 2009- Accomplishments: Completed 1 Phase I and 2 Phase lls (community garden site and 

Assessment Grant Sept. 2012 6. 75-acre site former hospital under LDEQ's Voluntary Remediation Program; Developed 
Successfully 1 cleanup plan and 2 Phase II work plans executed under 2012-2015 grant funding; 

Grant amount: $200,000 Closed Out Conducted 7 outreach events to Brownfield stakeholders; 
Brownfield Cleanup 2001-2009 Accomplishments: Executed $300,000 cleanup loan for an 18 acre site now in 

Revolving Loan Fund Successfully redevelopment; Developed reuse plans for 2 sites; Developed a BCRLF packet to assist 
Closed Out other grantees; Provided $10,000 to the City of Westwego for the Clem's Auto Site 

Grant amount: $500,000 Loan in Repayment cleanup, Westwego's future municipal complex. Program Income Collected to Date: 
$142,574.59; Total Program Income Expended: $66,924.59; Total Program Income 
Available for Cleanups: $75,650.00 
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Assessment Grant - Other Factors Checklist 

Name of Applicant: Regional Planning Commission (New Orleans. LA) 

Other Factor Pa2e# 
Community population is l 0,000 or less. 
Federally recognized Indian tribe. 
United States territory. 
Applicant will assist a Tribe or territory. 
Targeted brownfield sites are impacted by mine-scarred land. 
Targeted brownfield sites are contaminated with controlled substances. 
Recent natural disaster(s) (2006 or later) occurred within community, causing significant 
community economic and environmental distress. 

x Project is primarily focusing on Phase II assessments. 7-8 
Applicant demonstrates firm leveraging commitments for facilitating brownfield project 

x completion by identifying amounts and contributors of funding in the proposal and have 8-9 
included documentation. 
Community experienced manufacturing plant/power plant closure(s) (2008 or later) tied to 
the targeted brownfield sites or project area, including communities experiencing auto 
plant/power plant closures due to bankruptcy or economic disruptions. 
Recent (2008 or later) significant economic disruption (unrelated to a natural disaster or 

x manufacturing/auto plant/power plant closure) has occurred within community, resulting 4-5 
in a si2nificant percenta2e loss of community jobs and tax base. 
Applicant is one of the 12 recipients, or a core partner/implementation strategy party, of a 
"manufacturing community" designation provided by the Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) under the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership 
(IMCP). 
Applicant will serve an area designated as a federal, state, or local Empowerment Zone or 

x Renewal Community. To be considered, applicant must attach documentation which 5 
demonstrates this current designation. 
Applicant is a recipient or a core partner of HUD-DOT-EPA Partnership for Sustainable 
Communities (PSC) grant funding or technical assistance that is directly tied to the 
proposed Brownfields project, and can demonstrate that funding from a PSC 
grant/technical assistance has or will benefit the project area. Examples of PSC grant or 
technical assistance include a HUD Regional Planning or Challenge grant, DOT 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER), or EPA Smart 
Growth Implementation or Building Blocks Assistance, etc. To be considered, applicant 
must attach documentation. 

Applicant is a HUD Promise Zone community. 

Applicant is a recipient of an EPA Brownfields Area-Wide Planning grant. 
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1~17f2014 T New Orleans Urban Renewal Community- Tour RC/EZ/ECs - CPD - HUD 

HUD > Program Offices > Community Planning and Development > Economic Development > Economic Development Programs > Welcome to the Community 

Renewal Initiative > Tour EZIRC/ECs by State > Louisiana RC/EZJECs > New Orteans Urban Renewal Community 

New Orleans Urban Renewal 
Community 

Want More Information? 

Census Tracts 

HUD Metadata for Mapping 

Application Summary 

Annual Reports and Plans 

RC/EZ/EC Address Locator 

New Orleans Renewal 
Community Website 

Contact: 
Ray Bolling 
Business Service Representative 
City of New Orleans 
Mayor's Office of Planning and Development 
1340 Paydras St. Ste. 1000 
New Orleans, LA 70112 
Phone: 504-658-1251 
Fax: 504-658-4239 
Email 

Legend 
RC/EZ/ECAreas 

- Rtn1w1I Community 

- Empow1rm•nt Zone 

~ Seltcttd RC/EZ/EC •ru 

Enttrpris1 Community 

~ Enhanced Enttrprist 
llllliilill Community 

D Entuprl•• Zone 

-

Ef'lt1rpris1 Zona arid 
Ent1rpris1 Community 

http:l/ixrtaJ.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/progam_oflices/comm_planning/economicdevelopment/progams/rc/tour/lafneworleans 1/2 
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1. Applicant Eligibility: The Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, 
St. Bernard, St. Tammany and Tangipahoa Parishes (RPC) is a legal regional Council of Governments 
created and enabled by the State of Louisiana, and the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the New 
Orleans metropolitan region. RPC is a previous and current Brownfield grantee. Documentation of RPC's 
legal status is attached. 

2. Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Authority: The letter of support from our State 
Environmental Authority, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), is attached. 

3. Community Involvement: 
RPC has a multifaceted approach to community involvement to educate our stakeholders on Brownfield 
redevelopment and demystify the environmental cleanup process, including: 

• Brownfield Forums: RPC coordinates and hosts regular Brownfield Forums which provide information 
to the community on various Brownfield-related topics, such as the environmental process, LDEQ's 
regulatory process, sustainable redevelopment, and Brownfield success stories. Meetings are public 
and are a non-threatening learning environment for community groups, neighborhood associations, 
and nonprofits, and provide networking opportunities for community-based organizations, developers, 
consultants, and regulatory agencies to create partnerships to facilitate the cleanup and reuse of 
Brownfield sites. Meetings are held at locations recommended by neighborhood partners and at 
RPC's offices, which are ADA and transit accessible, and offer secure bike parking. We also host 
events at successful Brownfield sites, such as the Falstaff Brewery in New Orleans, and present at 
other organizations' offices and meetings, partnering with organizations such as the New Orleans 
Metropolitan Association of Realtors, the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization, and local chapters of 
American Institute for Architects and Commercial Real Estate Women. 

• Outreach kit: Under previous funding, RPC created a standard outreach kit which includes our 
brochure with an overview of Brownfields including the environmental process and example projects; 
a summary sheet of available Brownfield funding at local, state and national levels with contact 
information; a commonly-used acronyms and terms list; comparison chart of LDEQ's traditional 
environmental oversight program vs. their Voluntary Remediation Program; and handouts on Phase I 
and Phase II assessments. 

• Website: Our website provides information on RPC's Brownfield projects, the environmental process, 
and forms to apply for funding. It also includes a "Contact Us" page to facilitate communication 
between the public and RPC. 

• Communicating Site-Specific Information: For specific sites, RPC contacts the local neighborhood 
association to receive their feedback on the project and assistance to disseminate information to the 
affected community. RPC regularly presents at neighborhood meetings to update the community of 
the progress of Brownfield sites in their neighborhood. 

Our Commission is comprised of parish presidents (i.e., county supervisors), city mayors, elected officials, 
and community representatives giving us a unique and direct link to our local governments including local 
planning, environmental and health programs. In addition to providing input into the redevelopment of sites, 
these agencies and elected officials help RPC connect with the local communities affected by Brownfields. 

RPC announced that we were applying for this funding at a public meeting on November 18, 2014, and had 
a draft of the proposal available for public comment. The draft proposal was also posted on the RPC's 
website and sent electronically to our community partners. 

4. Site Eligibility and Property Ownership Eligibility: Not applicable. Community-wide request. 
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Letter from State Environmental Authority 



BOBBY JINDAL 
GOVERNOR 

October 27, 2014 

Rebecca Otte 

~tate of 1Loui1lia:na: 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUAIITY 

OFFICEOFENVIRONMENTALCOMPIJANCE 

Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coordinator 
Regional Planning Commission 
10 Veterans Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70124 

PEGGY M. HATCH 
SECRETARY 

RE: Regional Planning Commission Brownfields Assessment Grant Application 

Dear Ms. Otte: 

The Department of Environmental Quality supports the Regional Planning Commission 
in its application for Community-Wide Brownfields Assessment Grants for both 
petroleum and hazardous substances under the federal Small Business Liability Relief 
and Brownfields Revitalization Act and recognizes the Commission will be conducting 
assessment activities in its jurisdiction. 

Our staff will be happy to lend appropriate technical assistance in the form of oversight to 
the Commission. However, please be advised that our ability to provide technical 
assistance is subject to availability of adequate funding. 

We look forward to working with you in the future. Please contact Duane Wilson at 
(225) 219-2966 if you have any questions or need further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

b~~ 
Gary A. Fulton. Jr. 
Administrator 
Underground Storage Tank and Remediation Division 

GAF:dcw 

Post Office Box4314 •Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4312 •Phone 225-219-3715 •Fax 225-219-3240 
www.deq.louisiana.gov 
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Documentation of Applicant Eligibility 

• Letter Documenting the Legal Status of the Regional 
Planning Commission 

• Legislation for the recent addition of Tangipahoa 
Parish to the Regional Planning Commission 



ERNEST A. BURGUIERES, III 
A PROF£SSlONAt. LAW COUOltATJON 

December 4 1 2006 

Ms. Monica Smith 
Brownfield Team Leadei-, Regi:on 6 
United States Environmental Protection Agency. 
1445 Ross Avenu.e, Suite 1200 · · 
Dallas, Texas 75202·2788 

------·------------

TEl.t (S(M) SU"456 
iAX lscM) S~S.2 

Re: Dociunentation of Le~ Status of TRANSMITrED BY FAX 
the Regional Planning Commissio.n for (214) 665-6660 
Jefferson, Orleans, PlaqUE!xnin.es, St. Bernard, and 
St. Tammany Parishes} ·Louisiana (RPC) ORIGINAL MAILED 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

As required by your agency I am providing the following information 
and documentation attesting to the legal status and authorized functions of the 
Regional Planning Commission for Jefterson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, 
and St. Tammany Parishes, Louisiana. (RPC). 

The RPC> was createO: by the Legislature in 1962, (Louisiana Revi.$ed 
Statutes 33§131, et seq.) as a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana. The 
State legislation created a framework that then required the passage of concu.rrent 
resolutions by the member Parishes. The general intent of the legislation was to 
provide a r.eg-ional framework to study and planning of matters that would affect 
the region su.ch as highway projects, etc. 

The RPO is also designated as the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(

1'MP011
) for greater New Orleans area represented by the Parish members of the 

RPO. 

The RPC is authorized to receive and disburse Federal, State, and local 
governmental fund" and private funds to conduet planning P.rograms for the five 
parish member area (i.e. Lot.tisiana State Planning Distru;t l); said area having a 
population of approximately l!S00,000. \ 
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page two, Ms. Monica Smith 
Brownfield Team Leader, Regi:on 6 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
in re: Regional Planning Commission 
December 4, 2006 

Since 1962 the RPC has successMly completed planning work programs 
totaling over $30 million for a mul.titu..de of Federal, State, and local agencies. The 
RPC is audited annually by Federal and State auditors in addition to its own 
inte1~ RPC audit staff. · 

The RPC adheres to federal, State, and local government procurement 
procedures which apply to its activities and is tax exempt from most transactions 
by the State of Louisiana. 

The RPC's membership is composed of the five parishes that comprise the 
greater New Orleans a:rea. Each member parish selects two elected officials as part 
of its delegation .to the RPO. The remaining three positions are filled by either a 
representative of a smaller city or town. and appointed citizen members 
representing various business, civic, or other interests in the region. Elected 
officials typically make up the majority of the members of the RPC. 

If t.he:re is any other information required. please contact me or Rebecca Otte. 

rnest A. Burguieres, III 

cc: Regional Planning Commission 



AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN 

THE 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

AND 

CllY OF HAMMOND 

AND 

CllY OF PONCHATOULA 

ANO 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH 

RELATING TO THE CREATION OF THE SOUTH TANGIPAHOA 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION FOR THE HAMMOND, PONCHATOULA 

AND SOUTH TANGIPAHOA METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION STUDY AREA 

THIS AGREEMENT made this /loci- day of~~ A.O. 2013 

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of the Census has determined that as a result of Census 2010, the 

population of the Hammond urbanized area is greater than 50,000; and 

WHEREAS, the provisions of 23 Section 134 of the United States Code and as re1ffinned by the 

Moving Ahead for Procress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21), require that a metropolitan planning 

otganization be established to support the urban transportation planning process in all urbanized areas 

with over 50,000 population; and 

WHEREAS, the South Tangipahoa Metropolitan Planning Orpnization must be established by 

aareement amona the units of 1eneral purpose governments and the Governor; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with federal suidelines and to the extent possible only one MPO shall 

be deslpted for each urbanized area or 1roup of contl1uous urbanized areas; and 

SOUth Tan&lpahoa MPO I Pap 1 



WHEREAS, it is the desire of the parties herein that transportation plannins be intesrated to the 

maximum extent possible for regional planning purposes In the metropolitan area; and 

WHEREAS, the successful implementation of the transportation planning process requires the 

cooperation, assistance and concurrence of all local governments in the metropolitan area; and 

WHEREAS, the herein governments support the creation of the South Tanclpahoa Metropolitan 

Plannins Organization for regional representation In all transportation planning matters. 

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed that the 1overnments of the City of Hammond, the City of 

Ponchatoula and Tangipahoa Parish shall create the South Tanslpahoa Metropolitan Planning 

Organization for the South Tanaipahoa Metropolitan Area, and shall be governed by the organization 

and responsibilities as set out in the following paragraphs: 

I. Orpniatlon & Responsibilities 

A. The Re1fonal Planning Commission shall be the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

for the South Tancipahoa Metropolitan Area (based on the Hammond Urbanized Area). 

B. The South Tancipahoa Metropolitan Anta shall be represented on the Rqional Plannin1 

Commission as follows: 

a) The Tangipahoa Parish President, the Mayor of the City of Hammond, and the 

Mayor of the Oty of Ponchatoula shall be the permanent representatives of the 

South Ta"lipahoa Metropolitan Area on the Regional Planning Commission. 

b) The Tansipahoa Parish President shall appoint two citizen representatives to serve 

annually as members of the South Tangipahoa Metropolitan Area on the Rqlonal 

Planning Commission. 

C. The MPO shall be responsible for establishing and maintalnlns a multlmodal transportation 

planning process. The MPO shall also be responsible for preparing a Unified Planning Work 

Program (UPWP), which specifies the use of the Surface Transportation Pqram 

South Tanatpahoa MPO I Pap 2 



(STP)/Planning Funds (PL), and submitting the UPWP for approval to the Regional Planning 

Commission. 

D. The MPO shall ensure that transportation plannin1 in the Hammond Urbanized Area Is 

successfully coordinated and inte&rated with other comprehensive planning activities at 

both the state and local level. 

E. The MPO shall endorse the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP} and the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) as required by Sections 450.300 and 450.322, Subpart A of 23 

CFR revised as of Aprll 1, 2004. 

II. The MPO and LADOTD shall determine their mutual responsibilities in development of the UPWP, 

MTP and TIP IS specified in Section 450.308, Subpart A of 23 CFR. 

Ill. The Moving Ahead for Proaress In the 21st Century Act (MAP·21) or successor le1islation provides PL 

funds for planning and other efforts which require local matching funds from participatin1 

covemments. 

IV. This qreement shall In no way establish any activity or process that is in conflict with the statutory 

obliptions of the FHWA and the LADOTD. 

V. The MPO will contract with the LADOTD for planning funds. The expenses involved in urban 

transportation planning wiU be assumed by the MPO or agencies with which the MPO has 

subcontracted to accomplish work identified in the approved UPWP. Vouchers for completed work 

under the annual UPWP using PL funds wlll be audited and approved by the lADOTD according to 

federal and state requirements. Reimbursement will be made on a periodic basis as determined by 

the contract between the MPO and LADOTO. PL funds will be reimbursed on an Eiahty (80} percent 

federal and Twenty (20) percent local matching basis. 

VI. This agreement may be renegotiated as required to meet chansing conditions or terminated by the 

MPO or the Governor of Louisiana. 

South Tanclpahoill MPO I hp 3 



IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties have executed this agreement in multiple originals as of the 

dates shown below and inscribed by each of the signatories in the presence of the undersigned 

competent witnesses. 

CITY OF PONOIATOULA 

By:_____.____7Z~:t<6__,.1....__~-
Date: t/t./h; 

I 

T:KOA PARISH 
By· _R.. (l. ~k' 
Date: tJ:rjt:z 

WITNESSES 

South Tansipahoa MPO I Pac• 4 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
KATHLEEN BABINEAUX BLANCO 

GOVERNOR 

MlK.E D. McDANIEL. PhD. 

SECRETARY 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Public and Non-Profit Voluntary Remediation Program Applicants 

Wilbert F. Jordan, J~ \ 
Assistant Secretary~~ 2 [ ,;=t.l ~ 

SUBJECT: Voluntary Remediation Program Oversight Cost Waivers 

Through the Louisiana Voluntary Remediation Program and Brownfields Initiative, the 
Department of Environmental Quality seeks to encourage the cleanup and 
redevelopment of brownfields properties in our state. In order to further this goal, DEQ 
may elect to not collect oversight costs from qualifying applicants (i.e., "waive costs"} in 
the Voluntary Remediation Program (VRP). 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS WAIVER DOES NOT APPLY TO THE $500 
VOLUNTARY REMEDIAL INVESTIGATION APPLICATION AND VOLUNTARY 
REMEDIATION APPLICATION FEES, WHICH STILL MUST BE PAID BY ALL VRP 
APPLICANTS. 

DEQ may elect to not collect oversight costs from applicants to the VRP who: 

1. Are government (non-federal) or qualified non-profit 
organizations*, and 

2. Are not responsible persons (for the subject property) as defined in 
LAC 33:Vl.903 (Louisiana Voluntary Remediation Regulations). 

DEQ may charge oversight fees up to a maximum of $5000 of total direct costs for a 
Voluntary Remedial Investigation (VRI) and up to a maximum of $5000 for a Voluntary 
Remedial Action (VRA) to an alternate source of funding. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
! PO BOX 4314, BATON ROUGE, LA 70821-4314 

P:225·219·3236 F:225-219·3239 
'NWW.DEO.LOUISIANA.GOV 



After DEQ has expended $5000 in total direct oversight costs plus the application fee 
amount(s) submitted by the applicant, the applicant will be responsible for the remaining 
direct oversight costs for that VRI or VRA, if any, as provided in the Louisiana Voluntary 
Remediation Regulations (LAC 33:Part VI.Chapter 9). For example, for an applicant 
who submits a Voluntary Remedial Investigation Application and subsequently a 
Voluntary Remediation Application, the maximum oversight cost waiver for that 
site would be $10,000 ($5000 maximum for the VRI and $5000 for the VRA). 

Government or non-profit VRP applicants who desire oversight cost waivers must 
complete the Oversight Cost Waiver Request Form, available at 
www.deq.louisiana.gov/brownfields. This form must be included with both the Voluntary 
Remedial Investigation Application and the Voluntary Remedial Action Application if 
cost waivers are sought for both. 

Oversight cost waivers will be granted solely at the discretion of DEQ and will be subject 
to alternate funding (e.g., federal grants) available for such purpose. DEQ may end this 
oversight cost waiver program at its own discretion at any time. 

VRP applicants may also apply to have their remaining uncollected oversight costs 
waived up to the $5000 maximum per VRI application and/or VRA application. 
Applicants for ongoing VRls or VRAs must submit the Supplemental VRP Oversight 
Cost Waiver Request Form to the DEQ Remediation Services Division in order to 
receive the waiver of remaining costs. However, oversight costs already paid to 
DEQ will not be refunded. 

If you have any questions regarding VRP oversight cost waivers, please contact Roger 
Gingles or Duane Wilson at (225)219-3236. 

'For the purposes of the VRP oversight cost waivers, a qualified non-profit organization is defined in 
accordance with Section 4(6) of the Federal Financial Assistance Management Improvement Act of 1999, 
Public Law 106-107, as any corporation, trust, association, cooperative, or other organization that is 
operated primarily for scientific, educational, service, charitable, or similar purposes in the public interest; 
is not organized principally for profit; and uses net proceeds to maintain, improve, or expand the 
operations of the organization. 



KANSAS STATE College of Engineering 

UNIVERSITY Center for Hazardous Substance Research 

Rebecca Otte 
Executive Director 
New Orleans Regional Planning Commission (NORPC) 
10 Veterans Blvd 
New Orleans, LA 70124 

October 24, 2014 

Subject: Letter of Commitment for Brownfields Support 
EPA FY15 Community-Wide Assessment Proposal 

Dear Ms. Otte: 

It is my pleasure to provide this letter of commitment for ongoing support of NORPC's 
activities; and specifically, for you application for an EPA Community-Wide Assessment 
grant. The Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) Program, at Kansas State University, 
will plan to provide support to your project's workshops and technical assistance needs. 

For the last two years, the Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) Program at Kansas 
State University (KSU) partnered with you give a workshop on the Brownfields Inventory 
Tool (BIT), where cities and non-profit organizations in your area began developing 
inventories of brownfield sites; and a workshop attended by 54 on Redevelopment Funding 
for Brownfields. TAB plans to assist NORPC with the proposed community-wide 
assessment activities, by providing quality additional quality workshops and technical 
assistance, with a focus on communities new to brownfields and environmental justice 
communities. We will also review draft contractor solicitations, work plans and reports, 
and provide other technical assistance as needed. 

Based on recent years of partnering with NORPC and other entities, we anticipate that 
workshops will constitute approximately $3,000 of leveraged effort and that TAB will 
expend up to approximately $4,000 per year on leveraged workshop and other technical 
assistance (for a total of $12,000 during the three-year grant period). 

We wish you luck and strongly support your proposal to assess, clean up, and redevelop 
brownfields in the NORPC area! 

Blase A. Leven 
TAB Program Coordinator 

104 Ward Hall, Manhattan, KS 66500-25021 (785) 532-65191 fax: (785) 532-5985 



STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

P.O. Box 94245 

8088Y JINDAL 
GOVERNOR 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9245 
www.dotd.la.gov 

January 8, 2013 

Mr. Walter R. Brooks 
Regional Planning Commission 
10 Veterans Memorial Blvd. 
New Orleans, LA 70124-1162 

RE: Original Agreement 
State Project No. H.O l 0170 
F.A.P. No. H010170 
Smart Growth Education and Outreach 
Jefferson Parish 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

Federal Authorization Date: 01107/2013 

SHERRI H. l.fBAS, P.E. 
SECRETARY 

Attached is one fully executed copy of the Original Agreement between the Department of Transportation and 
Development (DOTO), Regional Planning Commission and the University ofNew Olreans dated January 08, 
2013. 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Heather Huval at (225) 379-1733. 

Sincerely, 

~Qt)J-
Alan A. Dale, P.E. 
Consultant Contract Services Administrator 

AD:hh 
Attachments 
pc: Mr. Coan Bueche 

University of New Orleans 
Mr. Michael Stack (District 02) 
District 02 Assistant District Administrator of Engineering 
District 02 Assistant District Administrator of Operations 
District 02 Area Engineer 
Ms. Diane Chastain 
Financial Services Section 
Ms. Terri Campo 

AN EQUAi.. OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
A DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE 

02 53 2010 



STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT 
STATE PROJECT NO. H.010170 

FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO. H010170 
SMART GROWTH EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

JEFFERSON PARISH 

T13.AGREEMENT, made and executed in three original copies on this Q day 
of J\Ullfl~. 2013, by and between the Department of Transp~ and 
Development, ~lrough its Secretary, hereinafter referred to as "DOTO", and the 
Regional Planning Commission for Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard and 
St. Tammany Parishes, a public agency responsible for metropolitan planning in the New 
Orleans urbanized area, hereinafter referred to as the ("RPC") and the University of 
New Orleans (UNO). 

WITNESSETH: That; 

WHEREAS, the RPC has been designated by the Governor of the State of Louisiana as 
the recipient agency of the funds for the Regional Planning Commission area in order to 
fulfill the requirements of Section 134 of Title 23, U.S.C.; and 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Title 23, U11iled States Cu<lc:, "Highways", as 
amended, funds have been appropriated out of the Highway Trust Fund to finance 
Highway Planning and Research projects on the approved Federal-Aid System under the 
direct administration of the DOTO; and 

WHEREAS, DOTO has agreed to facilitate an effort by the RPC to build local and 
regional capacity for transportation and land use planning through developing alternative 
future smart growth scenarios for the New Orleans metropolitan region; and 

WHEREAS, the RPC has requested an appropriation of SAFETEA-LU(4252) IO# 158 
earmarked funds and will partnership with the UNO to conduct these planning services; 
and 

WHEREAS, the DOTO is agreeable to the implementation of the Project and desires to 
cooperate with the RPC and UNO as hereinafter provided: 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and mutual dependent covenants 
herein contained, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

ARTICLE I: PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This study builds on previous federal investments within the New Orleans metropolitan 
region in land use and transportation planning related to smart growth. The goal is to 
educate local planning staff about the value of regional planning for smart growth and to 

---~--· ·--·--·--
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empower local and regional planners with necessary tools to better understand how on
going development proposals and transportation investments impact long-range 
outcomes. 

For purposes of identification and record keeping, State Project No. H.010170 and 
Federal Project No. H010170 have been assigned to this agreement. All 
correspondence, invoices, progress reports, and other such submittals to the DOTD in 
connection with this agreement shall be identified by these project numbers. 

ARTICLE II: FUNDING 

Compensation for the services perfonned under this agreement will be based on the 
actual costs incurred with a maximum limitation of $1,115,745, consisting of $892,596 
(80°/o) in federal SAFETEA-LU(4252) ID# 158 earmarked funds and $223,149 
(20°/o) in non-federal match, $123,149 of which will be provided by RPC local funds 
and $100,000 will be provided by UNO local funds. 

For services eligible for reimbursement, no Notice to Proceed shall be issued and no 
compensable costs may be incurred prior to a formal notification from DOID that 
FHW A authorization has been received. Any costs incurred prior to such authorization 
will not be compensable. 

ARTICLE Ill: PLANNING SERVICES 

The RPC, in partnership with UNO, shall provide all services as specified in detail in 
Attachment "A". Any additional services required by the RPC shall be perfonned at the 
RPC's expense and at no expense to DOTO or FHW A. 

ARTICLE IV: SUBCONTRACTING 

Any subcontracting performed under this project by consulting engineers engaged by the 
RPC must have the prior written consent of the RPC and the DOTD. In the event that the 
consultant elects to sublet any of the services required under this contract, it must take 
affirmative steps to utilize Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) as sources of 
supplies, equipment, construction, and services. Affinnative steps shall include the 
following: 

(a) Including qualified DBE on solicitation lists. 

(b) Assuring that DBE are solicited whenever they are potential sources. 

(c) When economically feasible, dividing total requirements into smaller tasks or 
quantities so as to permit maximum DBE participation. 

2 
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(d) Where the requirement permits, establishing delivery schedules which will 
encourage participation by DBE. 

(e) Using the services and assistance of, the Office of Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise of the Department of Commerce and the Community Services 
Administration as required. 

Also, the Contractor is encouraged to procure goods and services from labor 
surplus areas. 

ARTICLE V: DBE REQUIREMENTS 

It is the policy of the Federal Highway Administration that small business firms owned 
and controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged persons and other persons 
defined as eligible in Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 26 (49 CFR 26) shall 
have maximum opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts financed in 
whole or in part with Federal funds. Consequently, the requirements of 49 CFR 26 apply 
to this project. 

The RPC or its consultant agrees to ensure that Disadvantaged Businesses (DBE) as 
defined in 49 CFR 26 have maximum opportunity to participate in performance of 
contracts and subcontracts financed in whole or in part with Federal funds. The RPC or 
its consultant shall take all necessary and reasonable steps in accordance with 49 CFR 26 
to ensure that such firms have maximum opportunity to compete for and perform 
contracts. The RPC or its consultant shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin or sex in the performance of this contract. 

The preceding Policy and DBE Obligation shaH apply to this project and shall be 
included in the requirements on any contract or subcontract. Failure to carry out the 
requirements set forth therein shall constitute a breach of trus agreement and, after 
notification by DOTO, may result in termination of this agreement by DOTO or other 
such remedy as DOTD deems appropriate. 

The RPC or its consultant shall utilize the services of banks in the community which are 
owned and controlled by minorities or women when feasible and beneficial. 

The above requirements shalJ be physically included in all subcontracts entered into by 
the RPC or its consultant. 

ARTICLE VI: INCIDENT AL COSTS 

IncidentaJ Project costs, if any, incurred by the RPC shall be its responsibility. Incidental 
Project costs, if any, incurred by the DOTD will be absorbed by DOTD. 

3 
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ARTICLE VII: COST DISBURSEMENTS 

The DOTO will disburse the RPC monthly the correct FHWA ratio of the costs of 
planning, pre-construction engineering services, right-of-way acquisitions, utility 
adjustments and the costs of construction in effect at the time of authorization. The RPC 
shall render invoices monthly for disbursement, which invoices shall be submitted with 
an executed DOTD Cost Disbursement Certification by the proper designated official of 
RPC. Upon receipt of each disbursement requested, RPC is required to tender payment 
for the invoiced cost and within sixty (60) days from receipt of payment from DOTD, 
RPC will provide proof of said payment. All such charges shall be subject to 
verification, adjustment andior settlement by the DOTD's Audit Officer. 

When the final costs of planning, engineering services, right-of-way acquisitions, utility 
adjustments, construction and construction engineering have been determined, 
adjustments will be made (except as noted above for construction engineering charges) so 
that the amount of participation in these items will not exceed the percentages outlined in 
Article IL Before final payment is recommended by DOTD, all documentation of pay 
quantities shall conform to DOTD policies and procedures. The RPC acknowledges, 
however, that the FHW A will not participate in the cost of those items not performed 
and/or constructed in accordance with the scope of services and/or approved plans and 
specifications, and in this event the RPC will be obligated to assume full financial 
responsibility. The RPC shall also submit all final billings for all phases of work within 
three years after the completion or final acceptance of the project. Failure to submit these 
billings within the specified three year period shall result in the project being closed on 
previously billed amounts and any unbilled cost shall be the responsibility of the RPC. 

The RPC shall reimburse the DOTO any and all amounts which may be cited by the 
FHWA or DOTD due to the RPC's noncompliance with Federal/State laws and/or 
regulations. The cited amounts reimbursed by the RPC will be returned to the RPC upon 
clearance of the citation(s). 

Should the RPC fail to reimburse the DOTD any and all cited amounts within a thirty 
(30) day period after notification, all future payment requests from the RPC will be held 
until the cited amount is exceeded at which time only the amount over and above the 
cited amount(s) will be released for payment. Additionally, no new Urban System 
project will be approved until such time as the cited amount is reimbursed to the DOTD. 

The participation by the DOTO and the FHW A in the project shall in no way be 
construed to make the DOTD or the FHW A a party to the contract between the RPC and 
its contractor. 

4 
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ARTICLE VIII: COST RECORDS 

The RPC and all others employed by it in connection with this project shall maintain all 
books, documents, papers, accounting records and other evidence pertaining to costs 
incurred relative to this project and shall keep such material available at its offices at all 
reasonable times during the contract period and for five years from the date of final 
payment under the project, for inspection by the DOTO and/or Legislative Auditor, the 
FHWA, or any authorized representative of the Federal Goverrunent under State and 
Federal Regulations effective as of the date of this Agreement and copies thereof shall be 
furnished if requested. 

ARTICLE IX: CANCELLATION 

The terms of this Agreement shall be binding upon the parties hereto until the work has 
been completed and accepted and all payments required to be made to the RPC have been 
made; but this Agreement may be terminated under any or all of the following conditions: 

1. By mutual agreement and consent of the parties hereto. 

2. By the RPC should it desire to cancel the project prior to the receipt of bids, 
provided any cost that has been incurred for the preparation of plans is not eligible 
for reimbursement by the DOTD or the FHW A. 

3. By the DOTO due to the withdrawal or reduction of State or Federal funding for 
the Project 

ARTICLE X: PROJECT RESPONSIBILITY 

The DOTD, its officers, engineers and employees will not be required to supervise or 
perform such other services in connection with the development of this project except as 
specifically set forth herein; however, the RPC will assume full responsibility for the 
project development and will save harmless the DOTD against any loss or damage of any 
kind incident to or occasioned by deeds undertaken in pursuance of this agreement. 

ARTICLE XI: CIVIL RIGHTS 

The RPC agrees to abide by the requirements of the following, as applicable: Titles VI 
and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Act of 1972, as amended; Federal Executive Order 11246, as amended; Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; the Vietnam Era Veteran's Readjustment 
Assistance Act of 1974; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age 
Discrimination Act of l 975; and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as 
amended. 
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The RPC agrees not to discriminate in its employment practices, and shall render services 
under this Contract without regard to race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, 
veteran status, political affiliation, or disabilities. 

Any act of discrimination committed by the RPC, or failure to comply with these 
statutory obligations when applicable shall be grounds for termination of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE XII: PUBLIC LIABILITY 

The RPC shall indemnify and save harmless the DOTO against any and all claims, 
demands, suits and judgments for sums of money allegedly due to any party for loss of 
life or injury or damage to persons or property growing out of, resulting from, or by 
reason of, any negligent act or omission, operation or work of the RPC, its agents, 
servants or employees while engaged upon or in connection with the services required or 
performed by the RPC or resulting from the ownership, possession or control of the 
improvement during its life. 

ARTICLE XIII: FEDERAL PROVISIONS 

The RPC agrees that as a condition to payment of the Federal funds obligated, it accepts 
and will comply with the applicable provisions set forth in 23 CFR, Part 630, Subpart C, 
Appendix A, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

ARTICLE XIV: CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS OF THE STATE 

The provisions of this Agreement are in no way and to no extent intended to nor shall 
they be construed in any manner which will impair the contractual obligations of the 
State, the DOTO, or the MPO, in violation of Louisiana Constitution, Article l, § 23. 

ARTICLE XV: SEVERABILITY 

If any term, covenant, condition, or provision of this Contract or the application thereof 
to any person or circumstance shall, at any time or to any extent, be invalid or 
unenforceable, the remainder of this Contract or the application of such term, covenant, 
condition or provision to persons or circumstances other than those as to which is held 
invalid or unenforceable, shall not be affected thereby, and each term, covenant, 
condition, and provision of this Contract shall be valid and enforced to the fullest extent 
permitted by law. 
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lN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties have caused these presents to be executed by their 
respective officers thereunto duly authorized as of the day and year first above written. 

WITNESSES: 

WITNESSES: 

WITNESSES: 

STA TE OF LOUISIANA 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

Walter R. Brooks 
Typed or Printed Name 

TITLE: Executive Director 

72-0595531 
Federal Identification Number 

CFDANo. 

94-778-1985 
Duns No. 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS 

BY:~ 
ST A TE OF LOUISIANA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

BY: ~.J:>L-----
~--.~,___S_e_cre-t-ary~~~~~~~ 
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ATTACHMENT '"A" 
Smart Growth Education and Outreach 

Scope of Work 

Building Capacity for Transportation and Land Use Planning through Developing Alternative 
Future Smart Growth Scenarios 

Project Goal 

The Regional Planning Commission (RPC), in partnership with the University of New Orleans (UNO), 
seeks to build local and regional capacity for transportation and land use planning through developing 
alternative future smart growth scenarios for the New Orleans metropolitan region. 

This study builds on previous federal investments within the New Orleans metropolitan region in land use 
and transportation planning related to sman growth. The goal is to educate local planning staff about the 
value of regional planning for smart growth and to empower local and regional planners with necessary 
tools to better understand how on-going development proposals and transportation investments impact 
long-range outcomes. 

Project Objectives 

• To build upon previous federally funded smart growth planning efforts within the 
New Orleans metropolitan region, which began development of a cross-parish 
vernacular for discussing land use at the regional-scale related to smart growth 

• To build upon previous federally funded smart growth planning efforts which 
began, but did not complete efforts in collecting, managing and analyzing data 
necessary to understand how local planning and development decisions impact 
regional transportation systems and long-range outcomes 

• To build capacity amongst local and regional planners in utilizing state-of-the-art 
data management systems and analysis tools, such as INDEX, a land use and 
transportation scenario-based visioning model 

• To train local and regional public sector planners and other key stakeholders how to 
use INDEX and other relevant tools as the basis of a dialogue for long-range land use 
and transportation planning for smart growth outcomes 

• To develop a set of managed growth recommendations and key transportation 
investments which could be considered for the next update in 2014 for the RPC's 
Long-Range Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update 

Purpose and Need 

In 20 I 0, the U.S, Department of Transportation issued strategic goals, including: 
• Safety 
• State of Good Repair 
• Economic Competitiveness 
• Livable Communities 
• Environmental Sustainability 
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The purpose of this project is to use these goals as a framework for understanding long-range land use and 
transportation planning outcomes. This study will examine future investments in the New Orleans 
metropolitan region related to these strategic goals. Input and dialog about local and regional land use and 
transportation decisions, such as increasing road and transit capacity versus transportation system 
maintenance and preservation to ensure a safe transportation system in a state of good repair is an important 
topic to discuss amongst local and regional planers and stakeholders. The future scenario modeling that 
will result from this study will consider future economic competitiveness, encourage livable communities 
and maximize environmental sustainability under the umbrella of emphasizing safety and the state of good 
repair of our transportation system. 

Background 

In 20 I 0, the RPC hosted a series of smart growth workshops where the region's planning directors worked 
cooperatively to create a common, cross-parish vernacular for discussing land use at the regional scale. 
Until this event, it was impossible to have a regional discussion about land use and transportation, since all 
parishes and municipalities used inconsistent tenns with differing meaning. For example, multi-family 
could mean two families per structure, four families per structure, or more. This made discussions of future 
land use disjointed and confusing. 

After creating a regional future land-use classification system, plan.ning directors coarsely "painted" the 
region in 40-acre swaths using the newly developed future land use cJassification system for input to 
INDEX. a land use and transportation scenario-based visioning model. Once the region's land uses were 
painted, the RPC was able to overlay its Long Range Transportation Plan (also known as the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP), creating a holistic picture of future land use and transportation. This was an 
important achievement that allows RPC to facilitate a meaningful discussion amongst parishes and 
municipalities throughout the greater New Orleans region about the region's plans for growth. 

RPC seeks to advance the development of a regional transportation and land use vision built upon smart 
growth principles. The previous smart growth workshops focused on creating a regional overview that 
knitted together the various parish comprehensive land-use plans with the RPC's MTP. Now that the 
current regional comprehensive vision of land use and transportation has been established, the RPC and 
UNO will work with its member parishes and municipalities to envision a series of alternative future 
scenarios. To develop these alternative futures, areas of possible infill, greenfield development and 
economic redevelopment, and related transportation corridors will be identified. 

The RPC and UNO will work with the parishes to create a range of development scenarios at the local level 
using the INDEX tool that will include a range of land use densities, jobs per acre, and other 
characteristics/indicators for discrete geographic areas that relate to economic competitiveness, livable 
communities and environment sustainability. These characteristics/indicators will be identified in 
cooperation with the planning directors and their staff, producing detailed local level information on 
possible future built environment changes. This information will then be analyzed using both lNDEX and 
the regional travel demand model to determine the potential impacts on the regional transportation network. 

The RPC and UNO team will meet the stated objectives as described above. Moving toward a regionally 
shared vision tied to smart growth principles requires collaboration and outreach among the region's 
planning directors, staff and key stakeholders, but also necessitates equipping them with additional 
educational tools and techniques to effectively communicate the vision with the public and elected officials. 
INDEX is one specific tool that enhances scenario-based planning; however, there are other tools and 
techniques communities are using to augment their plaMing efforts. RPC and UNO will work with the 
parish-level planning staff and regional planers to identify the challenges they face in advancing smart 
growth development and then document tools and techniques for overcoming these obstacles. The final 
outcome will seek to create specific recommendations that could be incorporated into the long-range MTP, 
which will be updated in 2014. 
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Tasks and Deliverables 

Task I - Assessment of Previous Federally Funded Smart Growth Planning Efforts 

A. Evaluate future land use and transportation system (coarse, 40-acre grid) using INDEX software to 
identify potential areas for infill, economic redevelopment, or greenfield development. format 
appropriately, and load to the RPC website for public input. 

B. Add remainder of the transportation system to the analysis, including possible future expansion of 
transit, rail, maritime, and air transportation. 

Deliverables: 
• Document for public inpuJ on the RPC website. 

• Map overlays highlighting potential areas for i'?fill. economic redevelopment, or greenfield 

development. 

• New layers including transit, rail, maritime, and air expansion, in coordination with the coarse 

40-acre grid used in the Task I-A. 

Task II - Stakeholder-Driven Input for Local and Regional Land Use and Transportation System 
Options for 2050 

A. Meetings with key transportation stakeholders across the region, including the staff 
at the Regional Planning Commission, Louisiana Department of Transportation and 
Development, local parish planning staff, transit agencies and other transportation 
stakeholders such as the airport and the maritime ports to identify possible large
scale transportation-related investments by 2050. 

B. Meetings with key land use stakeholders across the region, including staff at the 
Regional Planning Commission, local parish planning staff. major developers and 
real estate professionals to assess possible growth areas, including infill, economic 
redevelopment, and greenfield development by 2050. 

Deliverable: 
• A report summarizing this exercise based on land use and transportation options for 

the New Orleans Region by 2050 with implications for economic competiveness, livable 
communities and environmental sustainability. 

Task Ill - Data Identification, Local Input and Data Collection 

A. Review areas of opportunity identified in Task I with the individual parishes, and 
work with them to identify subregional corridors (not necessarily one identified in 
Task I) of greatest significance to their communities. The selected subregional 
corridors will be used for a higher resolution analysis using INDEX. 
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B. Identify data sources for evaluating future land use and transportation investments 
at the local and regional levels for understanding outcomes related to the USDOT's 
strategic goals. The team should strive to ensure that data is compatible with INDEX 
software and able to be collected at the local and regional levels across the New 
Orleans metropolitan region. 

C. Create a final recommended list of indicators and meet with selected local parish 
and regional planners to get input on the final recommended list of indicators before 
data collection. 

D. Finalize list of indicators and data requirements based on feedback 

E. Collect and/or compile data. 

Deliverables: 

• Detailed map overlay of each parish level corridor of significance. 

• Datasets to be optimized for each parish. 

• Methodology report detailing the process of formatting data for the specific indicators 
used. 

Task IV - Stakeholder-Driven Future Scenario Planning Exercises Utilizing JNDEX, Travel Demand 
Modeling Software and other Necessary Computer Aided Tools 

A. Meet with selected local and regional planning stakeholders to create at least three 
scenarios for future growth alternatives by 2050 for the subregional corridors of 
significance identified in Task III-A based on the percentage of infill versus 
greenfield development at the parish level and based on the likelihood of major new 
transportation investments. Also, establish parish-level and regional-level targets 
for economic competitiveness, livable communities and environmental 
sustainability goals by 2050. 

B. Utilizing data collected in Task Ill, and input data into INDEX for modeling future 
scenarios. 

C. Host one or more INDEX training sessions with local and regional planning staff and 
other public sector stakeholders to learn how to utilize INDEX. 

D. After the completion of the training sessions, work with local and regional planning 
staff to model the three scenarios at the parish or sub-area level identified in Task 
IV-A. 

11 
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E. Combine the parish or sub-area level scenario efforts with an integrated region
wide model for examining various scenarios at the regional-level and to determine 
regional economic competitiveness, livable communities and environmental 
sustainability outcomes by 2050. 

F. Present findings to stakeholder group from Task IV-A for input. 

G. Refine regional plan scenarios based on stakeholder feedback. 

Deliverables: 

• A report summarizing the stakeholder-driven local and regional scenarios for smart 
growth by 2050. 

• Certificates of completion/or training participants. 

Task V - Smart Growth Educational Opportunities for Local Governments 

A. Equip local governments with the tools to educate the public on density and design. 
Each parish will identify obstacles to implementing smart growth principles in their 
region, and the RPC / UNO team will document appropriate tools and techniques to 
educate the public on density and design. An example of such a tool is Decision 
Commons. 

B. Host a series of educational events for the parishes as a continuation of the 
previously federally funded Smart Growth Speaker Series, with topics such as 
transportation improvement funding opportunities and transit oriented 
development. 

Deliverables: 

• Smart Growth toolkit optimized at the parish level. 

• Presentations from each of the educational events to be made available to the 
parishes. 

• Report outlining funding opportunities for transportation improvements in the region. 

Task VI - Alternative Scenarios for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update 

Based on the study, the RPC and UNO will develop alternative transportation and 
land use recommendations for the 2014 MTP update. These scenarios will be made 
available on the RPC website. The land use component of these scenarios will 
represent a range of possible development patterns, including current trends and 
desired changes, especially with respect to economic competitiveness, livable 
communities and environmental sustainability goals by 2050. The transportation 
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scenarios will include a base set of agreed upon projects by DOTO and RPC, with the 
remaining projects tailored to meet the respective land use development scenario 
patterns. The transportation scenarios will be developed using a budgetary range 
based on current and expected transportation funding levels, with base projects 
accounting for a portion of the overall budget to be determined by the RPC. 

Deliverable 

• Written documentation and scenario maps for use on RPC website and as an 
appendix to the 2014 MTP update 

Project Timeline 

Note: All months below are based on the notice to proceed. 

Task I 
Task II 
Task III 
Task IV 
TaskV 
Task VI 

Months 1-2 
Months 2-8 
Months 4-10 
Months l 0-22 
Months 13-24 
Months 2 l -24 
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November 3, 2014 

Walter R. Brooks, Executive Director 
Regional Planning Commission 
10 Veterans Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70124-1162 

RE: Letter of Commitment for RPC's Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal for Hazardous 
and Petroleum Contaminated Brownfield Sites 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

On behalf of Friends of Lafitte Corridor (FOLC), I write to express support of the Regional Planning 
-COmmission"s {RPC's} Brownfield Redeve1opment Program and your 2014 Brownfie1ds Community-Wide 
Assessment Grant Proposal to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for funding to address 
environmental issues at hazardous- and petroleum-contaminated sites. We offer our partnership on 
outreach and projects withm the tafitte CorridortaTget area, which overlaps with ourfocus area. 

FOLC is a 501(c}(3} nonprofit organization that seeks to revitalize New Orleans' Lafitte Corridor 
neighborhoods by working to build, program and promote the Lafitte Greenway as a great pub1ic space. 
The Lafitte Greenway is the latest incarnation of one of New Orleans' most historic transportation 
corridors. Initially used as a portage between Bayou St. John and the Mississippi River, the footprint of 
the Greenway was converted to a canal, then filled and converted to a railway. Since then, most of the 
railroad was decommissioned. With Friends of Lafitte Corridor's support,' the City of New Orleans is 
transforming this land into a linear park with recreation fields, landscaping, and a 12-foot wide multi-use 
trail. The footprint is defined as a 3.1-mlle-long strip of land bounded by Basin Street, Lafitte Street, 
North Jefferson Davis Parkway, and St. Louis Street. The $9.1 million project will be complete in spring, 
2015. The Lafitte Corridor consists of the Lafitte Greenway and the surrounding neighborhoods located 
within approximately a quarter mile. The Lafitte Corridor Revitalization Plan, developed through two 
years of community input, details a plan and strategy to revitalize this former industrial corridor, and 
bring vacant land and blighted buildings back into commerce as trail-oriented development. 

FOLC is committed to assist with the RPC's outreach efforts in the Lafitte Corridor target area, including 
distributing information to our stakeholders, recommending effective outreach methods, and helping 
identify and secure meeting space. We also commit to working with you to identify priority sites at the 
time of award and will provide feedback on the redevelopment plans of specific projects as to how they 
correlate with the Lafi.tte Corridor Revitalization Plan. We estimate that this commitment will average 5-
15 hours of staff time per quarter. If you would like additional information on FOLC and our 
commitment to the Regional Planning Commission's Brownfield Redevelopment Program, please feel 
free to contact me at sharris@folc-nola.org or 504-462-0645. 

Sincere~~. ~ ~ 

Sophie :a~s- i · -· 
Executive Director 

P. 0. Box 791727, New Orleans, LA 70179-1727 I ~.fole-nola.org I 504-821-']236 
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December 4, 2014 

Walter R. Brooks, Executive Director 
Regional Planning Commission 
IO Veterans Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70124-1162 

RE: Letter of Commitment for RPC's Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal for Hazardous and 
Petroleum Contaminated Brownfield Sites 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

This letter expresses the support and commitment of the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization (MCNO) for the 
Regional Planning Commission's (RPC's) Brownfield Redevelopment Program and your 2014 Brownfields 
Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to address hazardous 
and petroleum contaminated sites. We are excited to continue our partnership with your Brownfield program, 
started through your work on the St. Margaret's at Mercy site, and to expand on that partnership in your target 
area of the Lafitte Corridor which includes portions of the Mid-City neighborhood. 

The Mid-City Neighborhood Organization represents the residents and businesses located within our district 
which is bounded by City Park Avenue, Interstate 10, South Broad Street, Orleans Avenue, and North Carrollton 
Avenue in New Orleans. Redevelopment of key Brownfield sites along the Lafitte Corridor and in the Mid-City 
Neighborhood will provide jobs and services for our residents and will also enhance the recreational and health 
benefits of the Lafitte Greenway. 

To the best of our ability, the Mid-City Neighborhood Organization will assist you in your Brownfield endeavors 
including: 

• Disseminating general Brownfield and project-specific information to the neighborhood; 
• Assisting with identifying and prioritizing key sites for redevelopment; 
• Providing feedback on redevelopment plans and how they coordinate with the community's vision; and 
• Allowing you time at our regular neighborhood organization meetings to provide project updates, as we 

have with the St. Margaret's at Mercy site. Please note that our meeting agendas are often full and 
requests for speaking time should be scheduled in advance. 

We hope you are successful in your proposal and are able to continue to restore key Brownfield sites in our 
neighborhood. Please contact me at (504) 232-7178 with any questions. 

~~ 
Jennifer Farwell, President 
Mid-City Neighborhood Organization 

P.O. Box 791023 New Orleans, LA 70179 www.mcno.org 
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November 18.2014 

Walter R. Brooks 
Executive Director 

Regional Planning Commission 
I 0 Veterans Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70124-1162 
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RE: Letter of Commitment for RPC's Community· Wide Assessment Grant Proposal for Hazardous 
and Petroleum Contaminated Brownfield Sites 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

This letter expresses the support and commitment of the Greater New Orleans Housing Alliance 
(GNOHA) for the Regional Planning Commission's (RPC's) Brownfield Redevelopment Program and 
your 2014 Brownfields Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to address hazardous and petroleum contaminated sites. RPC has already lead the way 
in addressing the technical and environmental issues of these former industrial sites in our region that 
have long sat inactive, and we would like to see your efforts continue. We believe Brownfield 
Redevelopment is a major tool in bringing many lots in our city back to commerce for affordable housing, 
as many of these contaminated lots remain in neighborhoods that are continuing to rebuil~ as well as in 
areas that have a growing need for more affordable housing stock 

GNOHA is a collaborative formed by the nonprofit housing builders and community development 
corpomtions who are working diligently to rebuild the City of New Orleans. GNOHA 's mission is to 
collaborate and support member efforts to build workforce housing for the citiz.eos of the Greater New 
Orleans area in an ethical and efficient manner. We promote fair housing by engaging the City of New 
Orleans in a collaborative process that encourages broader community participation and addresses gaps in 
analysis. We also use best practices to overcome barriers to fair housing. As part of our efforts, we are in 
the process of creating a 10-year Housing Plan for the city of New Orleans with a comprehensive 
directory of community resources. 

1050 S. Jefferaon Davlll Parkway, Sult. 301 - New Orleans, LA 70125 
www.gnoha.org -www.t.cebaok.comlgnoha .. www.twlttar.comlgnoha 



GNOHA is conuniued to giving the RPC assistance in your Brownfield endeavors including: 

• Disseorinating general Brownfidd and project-specific information to our stakeholders; 
• Assisting with identifying sites for redevelopment; 
• Providing feedback on redevelopment plans and their impact on affordable housing; and 
• Providing access to our robust membership base who can offer guidance and assistance. 

We applaud your efforts with Brownfidd Remediation thus far and are grateful that this obstacle to 
affordable housing develoimcnt in our neighborhoods is being addressed. We hope you are successful in 
your proposal and are able to continue to :res10re key Brownfield sites in our region. 

We look forward 10 working with you. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey Lewis 
Program Manager 
(504) 821-7235 
lindsey.lewis@gnoha.org 

1050 S. Jeffel'SOn Davia Parkway, Suite 301 .. New arte.ns, LA 70126 
www.gnoha.org - www.facebook.oomlgnoha .. www.twltler.com/gnoha 



NEW ORLEANS 
BUSINESS ALLIANCE 

November 5, 2014 

Walter R. Brooks 
Executive Director 
Regional Planning Commission 
10 Veterans Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70124-1162 

935 Gravier Street. Suite 2020 New Orleans, LA 70112 
504.934.4500 www.nolaba.org 

RE: Letter of Commitment for RPC's Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal for Hazardous 
and Petroleum Contaminated Brownfield Sites 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

The New Orleans Business Alliance would like to express our support of the Regional Planning 
Commission's (RPC's) Brownfield Redevelopment Program and your 2014 Brownfields Community-Wide 
Assessment Grant Proposal to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for hazardous and petroleum 
contaminated sites. 

The New Orleans Business Alliance (NOLABA) is the official non-profit organization tasked with leading 
economic development initiatives for the City of New Orleans. NOLABA is a public-private partnership 
between the City of New Orleans and private investors from the local community, the result of a long
term effort by the business community to adapt national best practices in economic development. Our 
17-member Board is composed of a cross section of New Orleans leaders, including the Mayor and a 
diverse group of business professionals. 

NOLABA is committed to assist the Regional Planning Commission's Brownfield Redevelopment Program 
by helping you connect to local businesses for their input into your program and projects. We will 
distribute applicable information to our stakeholders and help identify potential project partners and 
funding. We will also provide redevelopment tools for your Brownfield projects such as our Site 
Selection Tool and retail and business-related demographic data. In addition, we will work to market 
the sites and the Brownfields Program to potential developers. We estimate that this commitment will 
average 10-20 hours of staff time per quarter. If you would llke additional information on NO LABA and 
our commitment to the Regional Planning Commission's Brownfield Redevelopment Program, please 
feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Interim President & CEO 
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October 28, 2014 

Rebecca Otte 
Brownfield Redevelopment Progmm Director 
Regional Planning Commission 
10 Vete:cans Memorial Blvd. 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70124-1162 

Dear Ms. Otte: 

Lomsian• Browu.fle1cla Aaociatloa 
7ST5 Jelrenon Hwy ff6 
Baton Roqe, LA 70806 

uldba@cu •!t 

As a nonprofit organization, the Louisiana Brownfields Association (LBA), through community outreach and 
education. promotes a wide array of Brownfields-telated goaJs, objectives and initiatives, including 
environment.al resto:tation, economic development and revitalization. natural resources preservation, 
enhancement of financial and regulatory incentives, and protection of human health. The LBA strives to 
accomplish this mission through a diverse and active membership that includes property owners; developers; 
local, State, and Federal agency representatives; urban and regional planners; regulatory experts; community 
leaders; legal experts; financial and insur.wce industry representatives; environmental professionals, and other 
parties that ate actively promoting Brownfields Redevelopment in Louisiana. 

As a community based organization {CBO), ·the LBA is excited to partner with the Regional Planning 
Commission (RPC) on your proposal for EPA Brownfields Hazardous and Petroleum Community-Wtde 
Assessment Gnmts and offers out full continued suppon and commitment to your Brownfields assessment 
efforts. As we have discussed, our commitment to your efforts includes: 

• Drawing from our state-wide membership, LBA will provide technical assistance to facilitate project 
implementation; 

• I.BA will also assist with outreach efforts, providing expertise to present at local Brownfields 
workshops, assistance with marketing materials, and recommendations for reaching targeted 
audiences such a realtors, developers, and local elected officials; and 

• I.BA will distribute and post information on the progress of your program, which will be listed on the 
I.BA website (www.labrown~ and in LBA newsletters. 

We estimate that the total commitment will result in an average of 10 hours per month (estimated in-kind 
value of at lea.st $5,000 during the gunt period) of dedicated support &om our professional team to provide 
the above assistance, as needed, to RPC. If others would like additional information on LBA's commitment 
for this grant, please contact me at (225) 389-3144 or BChaix@brggv.com. 

Barrett Chaix 
President, Louisiana Brownfields Association 

LBA ... supporting the redevelopment and utilization of Browrifields in Louisiana 
www.labrownftelds.org 
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1215 Prytania Street, Suite 364 

Phone: 504-529-4301 0 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130 

Fax: 504-529-4303 

www.limitlessvistas.org 

"The greatest opportunity coincides \\ith the greatest need." 

October 30, 2014 

Walter R. Brooks, Executive Director 
Regional Planning Commission 
10 Veterans Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70124-1162 

RE: Letter of Commitment for RPC's Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal for 
Hazardous and Petroleum Contaminated Brownfield Sites 

Dear Mr. Brooks: 

In order to continue and expand our partnership, Limitless Vistas Inc. (LVI) would like to 
express our support of the Regional Planning Commission's (RPC's) Brownfield Redevelopment 
Program and your 2014 Brownfields Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency for assessment funding to address hazardous and petroleum 
contaminated sites. We feel that this program is an important resource to facilitate 
redevelopment of Brownfield site in our communities and provide opportunities for both 
training and permanent positions for our students. 

As you are aware, LVI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization devoted to creating opportunity 
for disconnected youth, founded with the premise "The greatest opportunity coincides with 
the greatest need." We realize that environmental restoration needs are greatest in poor 
communities, and we think that the most effected individuals should have a viable 
opportunity to participate in the on-going the Gulf Coast Restoration effort and establish 
careers in industries with a proven present and future marketability. Through focused, high 
skills training, LVI has provided pathways to successful careers for youth in the environmental 
and construction industries. The organization's programs are comprehensive, and support 
students through high-quality technical certification classes; on-site experience; community 
service opportunities; and the life-skills and support services (including mentoring, leadership 
development, budgeting and career planning) necessary to allow students to acquire 
important, satisfying careers. The training programs are also attentive to the needs of the 
community, with programs in wetlands restoration and organic horticulture; Phase 1-11 
Environmental Site Assessments and soil/water sampling; and urban planning and 
development. Our program is a past and present recipient of support from EPA's Workforce 
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Development and Job Training Grant Program. Continued funding for RPC's Brownfield 
Redevelopment Program will allow us to continue to partner with your contractors who have 
elected to utilize our students on your projects. Our past collaborations include: 

• For RPC's most recent Brownfield grants, RPC issued a Request for Qualifications {RFQ) for 
Brownfield Environmental Services under our two new Brownfield grants for sites located 
within RPC's member parishes (Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. 
Tammany and Tangipahoa). The RFQ encouraged respondents to partner with LVI as an 
EPA Workforce Development and Job-Training Grantee for training and employment 
needs. One of the contractors selected, Providence Engineering and Environmental, is 
currently partnering with L VI under RPC's Brownfield Program. 

• RPC presented a keynote address at LVl's graduation on tlay 29, 2014. 

• In March 2013, RPC hosted LVl's graduation ceremony and invited contractors to attend. 
Some contractors reviewed resumes and interviewed the recent graduates. 

•With the support and encouragement of RPC, the Louisiana Brownfields Association 
sponsored one of LVl's students to attend the National Brownfields Conference that was 
held in Atlanta in 2013. 

• LVI and RPC hosted a Brownfields Inventory Training (BIT) workshop presented by Kansas 
State University as their role as a Targeted Assistance to Brownfields grantee. During this 
session, real-life examples were used to show the 30 attendees how to use BIT to gather 
assessment data, prioritize sites for cleanup, and document actions taken at emergency 
response and cleanup sites. 

• In March 2012, RPC hosted a forum to introduce LVI to contractors. At this forum, 
contractors interviewed and hired some of LVl's participants. 

our commitment to your Brownfield Redevelopment Program includes: 

• Continuing to provide quality training to students who are then able to assist your 
contractors with the assessments of your sites; 

• Participation in outreach events to help promote both your Brownfield Program and our 
Workforce Development Program; and 

• Providing RPC with feedback on how to best reach environmental justice communities 
with current relationships with LVI. 

We estimate that the above commitment will result in an average of 10 hours per quarter, 
with additional time when we are actively participating in one of your assessment projects. If 
you would l1ke additional information on LVl's commitment for your Brownfield grant 
proposal, please contact me at (504) 529-4301 or scallawav@limitlessvistas.org. 

Respectfully, 

Sherry Callaway, P.G. 

Acting Director 

Limitless Vistas, Inc. Page2 
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November 18, 2014 

Ms. Rebecca Otte 
Brownfield Redevelopment Program Coordinator 
Regional Planning Commission 
10 Veterans Boulevard 
New Orleans, LA 70U4-l162 

f) 
GLOBAL 
GREEN 

USA 

RE: Letter of Commitment for RPC's Community-Wide Assessment Grant ProPosal for Haiardous 
and Petroleum Contaminated Brownfield Sites 

Dear Ms. Otte: 

Global Green USA's New Orleans office supPof'lS the Regional Planning Commission's (RPC's) Brownfield 
Redevelopment Program and your 2014 Brownfields Community-Wide Assessment Grant Proposal to 
the U.S. Envlronmental Protection Jcency for hazardous and petroleum contaminated sites. 

As you know, Global Green USA is the American affiliate of Green Cross International, founded by 
ftr.sident Gorbachev to foster a slobal value shift toward a sustainable and secure future. For over 20 
years, Global Green USA has been a national leader In advoc:atin& for smart solutions to dimate change 
indudinl sreen buik:Hns for affordable housina., schools, cities and communities that save mc:mey, 
imprvve health and create geen jobs. Global Green c>pened its New Orleans office shonly after Katrina 
devastated the Gulf Coast. Since that time, the organization's recJonal work on affordable green 
houslna, ereen schools and ene'IY Policy has earned national critical acclaim. 

To support RPC's Brownfield Program, our office will provide resources to any of your applicants 
interested In sustainable redevelopment. Current local proarams include: 

The Holy OWi Project: The Holy Cross Project in New Orleans Lower Ninth Ward Is a model sustainable 
villate. Phase I consists of five LEED Platinum homes, four of which have been sold to residents at 
affOl'dMJle prices, and the first one completed serves as a Visitors Center that has educated over 30,000 
people on a ranae of green buifdint techniques. Phase Ii Is the Community Development and Oimate 
Action Center, now under consttuction, which wiH house our local offices, meeting and conference 
space, our Green Buildlns Resource Center (GBRC), 1 and a fresh food retailer. 

NOi.A WIN/Wat.er Wise: Global Green has been working with rebuilders since the office opened, from 
schools to smaff businesses, to renters and homeowners. In 2010, the organization was tapped to 
administer a city-wide energy efficiency program entitled NOLA Wise, which auided homeowners, 
trained contractors, and provided a low Interest loan program to help finance energy efficient 
rencw8tlans. Globlll Green has now partnered with Entersy New Orleans and combined efforts with the 
utilities EneflYSmart program. Gktbal Green focuses on community eutreach and in-school education 
about eneray efficiency. Simultaneously, the New Orleans office helps homeowners and community 
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groups with water savings and stormwater management, a major issue in our city. Water WISe is funded 
by the EPA and the New Orleans sewerage and Water Board (s&WB), and allows Global Green and its 
water partners to develop materials and workshops for those neighborhoods that experience severe 
flooding. 

If you would like additional information on Global Green USA's New Orleans office and how we can 
partner with you on creating a more sustainable region, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

UndaStone 
Director 
New Orieans Office 
lstone@globalgreen.org 
504-52.5·2121 x186 

1 The GBRC was honored In 2010 as "'New Orleans' Best Recovery Resource" by the Neighborhood 
Partnership Network and now has small versions located in the Permits and Planning Departments at 
City Hall. 
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